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Mindbender

Sponsored by the
University Program
Board, hypnotist
Tom Deluca will
perform tonight at
7 p.m. in the
Student Union
Theater. Deluca,
who has been
featured on NBC’s
“Dateline,” presents
his “theater of
imagination”
showcasing the
power of
suggestion and
hypnosis. A valid
UTPA ID is
required for
admission to the
event.
■

Six-dollar hike puts
figure at $26/hour
By JENNIFER TAPIA
The Pan American

“I started applying and that is when I got a job here in
1978.”
She she got turned down three times by the university
before obtaining a job as a Career Counselor/Academic
Adviser, where her duty was to conduct academic,
personal, and career counseling. She was persistent in
gaining that position, and then destiny led her to serve in
that job only 18 months before becoming director of
Upward Bound, her first administrative job.
“I had never planned to be an administrator,” Davis
commented. “I was going to be a counselor [because] I
loved counseling, but I loved that, so I ran that for two
years.”
Soon after that, Davis became assistant dean of
students, and 12 years later, in 1995, she became dean of
students.
In almost 25 years, Davis has seen how the campus
has changed and how it started to grow with more
buildings and organizations. To her the biggest impact
happened when Pan Am joined the UT system in 1990,
becoming the University of Texas-Pan American.
“Those of us in Student Services are here to work
with the students on issues, both in and out of the

A hearing was held Tuesday at the
University of Texas-Pan American
regarding a designated tuition increase
that will go into effect Sept. 1, 2003.
During a presentation at the hearing, Dr.
Miguel Nevarez, president of UTPA, said
there will be a six-dollar increase per
semester credit hour. Students currently
pay $26 per semester hour.
“We are really committed to making
this university as affordable as we can,”
Nevarez said. “We will only raise tuition
if we really need to.”
According to Nevarez, possible uses of
the money may include university
expenses, such as research initiatives,
utility costs, bond payments for buildings,
and college work study. However, he says
these funds will also provide budgets for
the additional programs that will be added
to several colleges across campus.
“We want this university to be the
premier research institute of South Texas,”
Nevarez said. “For that we need
additional facilities, and we have been
doing that for the past nine years.”
Compared to other universities within
the University of Texas System, UTPA has
the second lowest designated tuition fee.
At $46, fees at UT-Austin and UT-Dallas
are those among the highest, while UTBrownsville’s fee of $27 is the lowest.
Nevarez also said support from the state
legislature has steadily decreased since
the 1980s.
“The state has not given us enough
money for education,” Nevarez said. “We
have to get the money from designated
tuition.”
Because of the $9.9 billion deficit faced
by the state of Texas this year, Nevarez
said the state has instructed the university
and other state funded departments to give
back seven percent of the budget money
given to them for this fiscal year. Due to
the reductions in the budget, the
university has required the six colleges on
campus to reduce their annual budget.
“Last week we got a call from the

See ELVIE page 5

See TUITION page 3

Latest flick

“The Research
Revolution Science and the
Shaping of the
Modern Life,”
featuring six
award-winning
videos on topics of
the 21st Century,
will be presented
tonight from 7 to 9
p.m. in the Media
Theatre (next to the
UTPA Library).
Video topics
include the Atomic
Age, Robotics,
Genetics,
Forensics, Global
Warming, and
Biodiversity. A
short discussion,
led by moderator
Dr. Thomas
Pearson, associate
professor of
philosophy, will
follow each video.
The event is free
and open to the the
public. For more
information, call
(956) 381-3331.

Gabriel O. Hernandez/The Pan American

FAREWELL — Dean of Students Elvie Davis is retiring after 24 years at UTPA. A reception honoring her
years of service was held Wednesday afternoon. She will work through Friday.

Davis checking out
By ARIANNA VAZQUEZ
The Pan American

After 24 years of dedicating her life to the growth and
excellence of The University of Texas-Pan American,
Elvira “Elvie” Davis is out of here.
Friday will be the last day Davis, 57, is seen in the
university grounds as an employee, but her long legacy
and everything she has done for UTPA will continue.
Other faculty and administration members retiring this
year are Dr. Charles Ellard in Economics and Finance,
staffer Hermilo “Milo” Requenez, and Mary Garcia,
assistant director of Personnel Services, among many
others. Davis is one the most high-profile of those
leaving.
A native of San Diego, Texas, and a graduate of The
University of Texas at Austin, Davis did not know much
about the Valley until she moved here in 1978. With
majors in mathematics and English, she started teaching
at Pharr-San Juan-Alamo High School. She said that
after seeing what was then Pan American University, she
made it her mission to work there.
“I started as a math teacher at PSJA, but wanted to
work at the university since I laid eyes on it,” she said.
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The Pan American
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NEWS

A&M Center to join fray
By ADRIANA MARTINEZ
The Pan American

What could possibly persuade the city
of McAllen to donate valuable land and
pay to have a center built around its fastgrowing medical hub?
An agreement with the Texas A&M
Health Science Center to facilitate
students with medical training.
Scheduled for completion in September
2003, construction of the 23,000-squarefoot South Texas Center is under way on
Vermont Avenue. The site is next to South
Texas Community College’s Nursing &
Allied Health Division and Driscoll
Children's Subspecialty Clinic.
“The center will provide programs on
health training, clinical research, medical
attention, community medicine and public
health programs with local partners,” said
Ron Tupper, director of the South Texas
Center.
The center will also house its existing
programs in the Rio Grande Valley
including the School of Rural Public
Health, currently located on North 10th
Street, plus faculty and staff from the
A&M Health Science Center at the Kerria
Plaza building and El Milagro Clinic.
The School of Rural Public Health
currently offers three master’s and
doctoral degrees, oversees the Robert
Wood Johnson Foundation Project, and is
conducting a community health
assessment project.
El Milagro Clinic serves roughly 3,000
uninsured patients a year, in an area where
the number of such patients is higher than

the state average.
The South Texas center would not have
been possible without the successful
passage of House Bill 910 and the $4.5
million construction costs that were
approved during the 2001 state legislative
session.
“House Bill 910 is specific and
mandates the development of a health
science center facility promoting a wide
range of programmatic goals for the South

“

The center will
provide programs on
health training, clinical
research, medical
attention, community
medicine and public
health programs with
local partners.

- Ron Tupper,
Director of the Sout Texas Center

“

Editor
Matt Lynch

Texas border region,” said Elvin Smith,
Ph.D., executive vice president of A&M
Health Science Center. Sen. Eddie Lucio
Jr., D-Brownsville, sponsored the bill in
the Senate and Rep. Roberto Gutierrez, DMcAllen, in the House.
According to Smith, the construction of
the South Texas Center was obtainable
under a new distinctive city-university
method of funding. The Texas A&M
University System will purchase the center

from the city of McAllen when
construction is complete.
Also under construction is the Regional
Academic Health Center, or RAHC, in
Edinburg. RAHC. In conjunction with The
University of Texas Health Science
Center, this new center will concentrate on
research on diabetes, infectious diseases,
and various forms of cancer when its
doors open in 2004.
Faculty from the University of TexasPan American and RAHC will work
jointly to give students the opportunity to
explore research.
“UT nor the A&M system can afford to
duplicate services,” said Dr. Ramiro
Casso, a retired McAllen family physician
and a clinical consultant for A&M’s
center. “The two largest schools in Texas
must join forces and blend each others’
resources in order to slow down the
migration of students and patients up
North.”
Dr. Leo Vela, dean of RAHC, said the
focus is on the best interests of the
community.
“The collaboration will produce
opportunities for great education and
research,” Vela said. “Faculty from the
University of Texas-Pan American and
RAHC have already agreed to work jointly
in an effort to expose students to
biomedical research.”
“Most importantly, students won’t have
to leave the Valley in order to get research
and medical training like I did,”
commented Vela. “My kids can get their
schooling and training right here in the
Rio Grande Valley.”

Daniel Aguliar/The Pan American

Edging the extra points: Montalvo watches as Mitchell takes the first of two free throws.

Although the University
of Texas-Pan American
men’s basketball team’s
season is not as bright as
hoped, there is some light
shining from behind the
dark cloud that’s been
following the team
around.
That bright spot comes
in the form of UTPA’s
dynamic duo of Kevin
Mitchell and Eric
Montalvo.
Mitchell, the team’s
leading scorer, is
averaging 14 points per
game and 3.4 rebounds.
The 6-foot-2 Copperas
Cove native has
accumulated a 33 percent
three-point field goal
average (56 of 168) and
has hit 72 percent (60 of
83) of his free throws on
the way to racking up 308
total points.
Meanwhile, Montalvo is
averaging nine points and
3.7 rebounds.
The 6-3 sophomore has
hit 29 percent (22 of 75)
of his three-point field
goals while sinking 64
percent (39 of 61) from
the line for a total of 199
points on the season.
The neon orangesneaker-wearing duo have
hooked up and scored in
the double-digits on six
occasions this season and
average 23 points
collectively, making them
a formidable tag-team and
potent offensive weapon
for head coach Bob
Hoffman.
“There’s been time
when we’ve been on
together and other times
not. We’re just trying to
play together as much as

we can,” Montalvo said.
“We played a lot during
the summer so we can
play together.”
However, Mitchell
would gladly give up his
team scoring leader title,
saying “I’d just rather
have more wins.”
Montalvo, a La Joya
native, recently broke out
of a nasty slump during
which he scored only 16
points in a five-game span
for a disheartening 3.2
average.
“I was thinking about it
too much. I was being
hesitant and that hurt
me,” said Montalvo. “So,
I just started playing
basketball and stopped
thinking about it.”
After a mental
readjustment, the
sophomore guard broke
out of his scoring skid in
a big way by netting a
season-high 23 points in
an emotionally charged
85-79 loss to Rice
University Jan. 8 at the
Fieldhouse.
But Montalvo wasn’t
done just yet.
He went on to lead the
Broncs in scoring in two
of the next three games.
He netted 21 points in a
94-84 loss to Centenary in
Shreveport, LA on Jan. 11
and then notched his first
double-double of the
season when he scored 15
points and nabbed 13
rebounds in a 64-50 loss
to New Mexico State in
Las Cruces on Jan. 18.
The turnaround has
resulted in 74 points in
the last six games for a
12.3 average for the
Valley standout.
Montalvo hoped the
Broncs would get on a
roll with their 71-61

victory over Southern
University at the
Fieldhouse on Jan. 22 that
snapped a nine-game
losing streak, put the
Broncs back into the win
column and improved
their season record to 516.
The victory over the
Jaguars was only the
second home game for
UTPA in its last 11
contests, and the extended
road trip has definitely
taken a toll on the team
this year.
But Montalvo isn’t
making excuses for the
Broncs.
“We have a bunch of
different guys and we’re
trying to get to know each
other and play together,”
he said. “We have to play
no matter if it’s at home
or away so, we have to
show up and play every
game.”
However, the Broncs
will now play six of their
last eight games at home,
which could be just what
the doctor ordered to turn
the season around and end
the year on an upbeat and
positive note.
“It’s going to be a
relief. We’ve been on the
road a lot. Our legs get
tired, so it’ll be fun being
at home for awhile,”
Montalvo said.
Mitchell feels that
while the season has not
gone according to plan for
the Broncs, there is hope
for the relatively young
team.
“We’re trying to win
out. Our record looks
pretty bad right now. We
gave a lot of games up
and we’re going to try
and finish strong,” he
said.

WEEKLY SCHEDULE
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Women’s
basketball
Baseball
Track and
Field
Men’s
tennis
Women’s
tennis
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FRIDAY
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MONDAY
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WEDNESDAY

-

-
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-

-

vs. Southwest Assembles of
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7 p.m.

-

-

-

@ Centenary
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-

vs. Louisiana-Lafayette
7 p.m.

-

-

-

-

vs. Southwest Texas State
7 p.m.

vs. Schreiner College (DH)
1 p.m.

-

-

-

-

-

Houston Indoor Classic

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
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-
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UTPA tennis teams earn initial wins
Lady Broncs defeat Alcorn State, Broncs best Trinity
for first victories of season

By MATT LYNCH
The Pan American
Most coaches will agree that racking up
the wins early in the season is crucial to
the success of any sports team.
While the UTPA men’s and women’s
tennis teams may not be “racking up the
wins,” both squads earned their first
victories of the season last weekend, with
the Broncs winning their season opener 5-2
over Trinity, and the Lady Broncs beating
Alcorn State 5-2 in their second match of
the season.
Women
After the Lady Broncs were downed in
their opener by Southern Methodist
University 7-0, UTPA rebounded with a
win over Alcorn State.
The Lady Broncs earned the doubles
point by winning two out of three doubles
matches, and also picked up points at the
number three, four, five and six singles
spots. Freshman Laura Boskovich earned
the most impressive victory of the event
for UTPA, blanking Sandra Keaveney 6-0,
6-0 at number three singles.
Although the Lady Broncs dropped their
next two contests 6-1 to Lamar and 7-0 to
Houston, head tennis coach Todd Chapman
feels his team is on its way to a successful
season.
“It was extremely important to get that
first win of the season,” he said. “You want
to get that as soon as possible in the
season, so your players know they can win.

You preach it, but it’s good for your
players to know they can win by doing it.”
Chapman credits another freshman,
Elysia Sloan with strong play throughout
the weekend. Sloan went 4-2 in singles and
doubles competition against UTPA’s three
opponents, including a come-from-behind,
1-6, 7-5, (10-8) victory over Fallon Davis
of Alcorn State.
“She had the best record of the weekend,
and for a freshman that’s pretty good,”
Chapman said. “You never know how
freshman are going to respond.”
The Lady Broncs return to action Feb.
7 through Feb. 9 when they travel to El
Paso and Las Cruces, NM for contests
against UTEP, New Mexico State
University and Tennessee Tech.
According to Chapman, his women’s
squad is hard at work practicing to
eliminate unforced mistakes from the
equation.
“We’ve been working on consistency.
We made way too many unforced errors
and gave up too many free points. We
didn’t make our opponents work too hard
for points,” he said. “We’ve been working
on getting balls in play, and by doing that
we’re going to force opponents to either
make a good shot or make a mistake.”
Men
Although the Broncs stumbled against
Texas A&M University 6-0 in most recent
action, the UTPA men’s team was able to
come away with a victory in its season
opener, pounding Trinity 5-2.

After winning two out of three doubles
contests in tie breakers to earn the doubles
point, the Broncs captured points at singles
spots one, two, five and six to earn the
victory.
The freshman duo of Oliver Steil and
Nik Porter

performances against Trinity and TAMU
will lead to bigger and better things
throughout the season.

“If you look at the match against A&M
last year, they’re ranked about the same as
they were. Our matches this year are much
closer,” he said. “It shows our guys that
can compete against some of the best
teams in the nation. It gave us
confidence that they can play at that
level and makes them realize that
they’re not so far away from
playing at a high level.”
In recent years, doubles
play has been a thorn in the
side of Bronc tennis, but
according to Chapman, his
squad has worked hard to
turn the weakness into a
strength. While winning two
out of three doubles matches
nets a team only one point,
winning doubles play means
more than just a single
point.

highlighted
UTPA’s performance against Trinity, as
Steil blanked Stefan Parker 6-0, 6-0 at
number five singles and Porter downed
Jeremy Stone 6-2, 6-1 at the six spot.
Like the Lady Broncs, the men’s team
returns to action Feb. 7 against NMSU.
Chapman believes his squad’s strong

“Our strength is still singles,
but we’re putting a lot of time
into doubles. I feel like in the year
and a half that I’ve been here, our
doubles has improved. It’s been a focal
point for us,” he said. “Winning the
doubles point is extremely important
because usually you play doubles first.
We’ve had to change the way we play
doubles technically. We’ve been focusing
on that and trying to gain some confidence.
We have some room to improve, but we
won some close doubles matches against
Trinity and that gave us some confidence.”

Redemption: Lady Broncs right the ship
Lady Broncs go 4-5
in last nine games
By ED CHRNKO
The Pan American
Despite dropping their 16th
game of the season Tuesday
night to Oral Roberts, 72-68, the
University of Texas-Pan
American women’s basketball
team has continued to turn their
season around by winning two of
the last three games.
The Lady Broncs (4-16)
almost pulled off their third
straight victory, but ORU took
advantage of the fatigue factor
that has plagued the orange and
green this year. UTPA held a
slim 64-61 lead over the Golden
Eagles with less than five
minutes to play in the game
when the bottom fell out.
Forward Stephanie Clark
scored seven points during
ORU’s 12-4 run and guard Cori
Williston led the Golden Eagles
in scoring with 26 points as ORU
improved to 14-4 while snapping
the Lady Broncs’ two-game
winning streak.
On the bright side, senior
forward Alex Gravel tore up the

native Williams and junior guard
court by scoring a season-high
Mary DeCock added 12 points
26 points for the Lady Broncs.
each in the victory.
Center Naima Williams and
UTPA went on to knock off
senior Julie Porter each
longtime rival Texas A&Mcontributed an additional 12
Corpus Christi, 64-55,
points.
at the Fieldhouse Jan.
Since UTPA’s
25. UTPA has been the
monumental 61whipping post for the
58 win over
Lady Islanders for
Nebraska on Jan.
several years, but the
5 in Lincoln, the
orange and green
Lady Broncs
outscored TAMUCC
have gone 4-5.
17-5 in the last eight
The Lady
minutes of the game to
Broncs
post its first-ever win
continued their
over the Lady
turnaround
Islanders despite
during a recent
blowing a 12-point
three-game road
halftime lead.
trip.
MARY DECOCK
Williams led the way
After dropping
over TAMUCC with 21 points
their first two road games, a 77and Gravel added 15 points and
42 loss to New Mexico State in
six assists.
Las Cruces on Jan. 18 and a 68NOTES: The Lady Broncs
59 defeat to Arkansas State on
travel to Shreveport, LA on Feb.
Jan. 21, UTPA defeated
1 to take on Centenary at 1 p.m.
Arkansas-Little Rock 66-56 at
Last year, UTPA split the season
the Trojan Fieldhouse Jan. 23 to
series with the Ladies. The Lady
salvage a win out of the threeBroncs lost at the Fieldhouse on
game road swing.
Jan. 10 of last year, 83-79, but
The Lady Broncs made 65
recovered from the home loss to
percent of their field goals in the
exact revenge at Shreveport by
second half as Canadian-born
Gravel led the way over the Lady downing Centenary 69-58 Jan.
Trojans with 21 points. Houston- 30.
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Commuter school seeking residents
By DULCE GONZALEZ
The Pan American

Even though paying for a dorm can sound
scary, payment options are available.

What is the best way to avoid having to
look for a parking space half an hour before
class? The solution is simple: live on campus.
Like most college students, those enrolled
at The University of Texas-Pan American
have the option of staying on campus, though
few make that choice at this commuter school.
Still, with a new director of Residence Life on
board this year, current and prospective
residents can expect a year full of
improvements and renovations.
Chad Martin, director of Residence Life,
started working at UTPA in November, and
after arriving from Oklahoma, he was
surprised to see that UTPA’s housing program
was tiny compared to the programs of most
other universities. Fewer than 500 students
live on campus despite an enrollment of
14,300.
“I found a small program in a fairly large
university.” said Martin. “I also saw a
program that had a potential for a lot of
growth.”
Directors like Martin know that generally
speaking, living on campus offers students
more opportunities to be involved in school
activities. They have access to more
information about campus events than those
who don’t live on school grounds. Kaleena
Valdez, sophomore dance major, agrees that
living in the dorms has given her an advantage
over those who don’t.
“Living on campus you get more involved
with school activities unlike the commuters
who take their classes and just go home,” said
Valdez.
There are some other advantages to living
in the dorms. Cassandra Longoria, freshman
kinesiology major, states that having a dorm
gives her a place to go when she is tired. She
says that in between classes sometimes it is
easier to go back to her dorm and rest rather
than trying to find a comfortable place on
campus. Longoria often finds her friends also
put her dorm into good use.
“Sometimes during the day I will check in
my friends so that they can sneak in a nap in
between classes,” said Longoria.
It’s nice to have a place to go
between classes, but it doesn’t come for free.

COST OF LIVING
The average cost of living in a dorm on
campus ranges from $2,000 to almost $3,000
per semester, depending on which meal plan
each student chooses. For $2,000 per semester
students are guaranteed a double room, and a
shared bathroom between two rooms. This
allows students to have the privacy that
normally is hard to find in community
showers. Under this plan students are also
guaranteed cable television hookups,
recreation rooms, a 24-hour computer lab,
access to the Internet, and 10 meals a week.
For $2,981 per semester students can enjoy
the luxury of having a private room. Those
dorms feature 24-hour quiet zones used for
studying. Under this plan students receive 17
meals a week.
According to Longoria, in order to purchase
food all they need is their student
identification card. Students are able to use
their i.d. as if it were a credit card. School
employees simply swipe their i.d. through the
cash register and their food is automatically
paid for.
“Having a meal plan is very convenient
because we don’t have to worry about
carrying cash with us,” said Longoria. “Our
food is already paid for.”
Even though living on campus seems like it
could get expensive financial aid is available
for those willing to do the legwork and
research. Nearly 80 percent of UTPA students
receive some sort of aid. According to new
director of Residence Life, help is available to
those who want to get it.
“If you simply tell financial aid that you are
living on campus you get more money
awarded to you,” said Martin.
Aside from financial aid, various
scholarships are available for those who live
on campus. There is a housing scholarship
which is given by the university, a need-based
scholarship which grants the student $1,000
per semester. There is also an Honors
Learning Community scholarship awarded to
students who are in the honors program. It
awards winners $ 625 per semester. To apply
for this scholarship students must go to the
Office of Residence Life or to the Honors

TUITION

Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

DORM-ANT — Of 14,300 UTPA students, less than 300 live on campus.

GOALS FOR THE FUTURE
The future of the university’s housing
program depends on the students. The
university can not begin to expand and
provide more housing options until 100
percent occupancy level in existing buildings
is reached. Until there is more interest, there
might not be full occupancy an hence no new
buildings. The vast majority of UTPA students
tend to drive in, drive out each day.
Accordingly, one of the housing program’s
main goals is to increase the number of
students who want to live on campus. So far

the university has made relative progress
toward this goal. In the fall of 2001, 261
students were living in dorms, and this
number slightly increased in the fall of 2002,
as 295 people were dorm residents. Martin
mentioned that he would like to see the
university become less of a commuter school.
“I soon realized UTPA was a suitcase
college because it is a commuter school, at 5
p.m. everyone goes home,” said Martin. “I’m
used to schools that are open at all times of
the day because students live on campus.”
In the future, Martin would like to see the
university and its students enjoying new and
renovated dorms with modern designs. He
would like to see dorms that have a lively
atmosphere yet at the same time have
sophistication and elegance. Martin’s goal is
to be able to provide UTPA students with
dorms with coffee shops in the lobby,
conference rooms, and perhaps even a
swimming pool.

and in turn increase enrollment.
“We found it important to fix up the
front door of the university,” Nevarez said.
“We want kids to be interested in higher
education.”
But not all students felt the same about
the increase. Several students who attended
the hearing said they were afraid they were
not going to be able to afford it because
they did not qualify for financial aid.
“There are those people that don’t get
financial aid,” said Ethelyn Arriola, UTPA
senior. “Then there are those who have to
be responsible for themselves. Each
student is different.”
Nevarez clarified that 80 percent of the
students receive some form of financial
aid. In the end, most student financial aid
would increase, making tuition affordable
to them. He noted that there are
scholarships available for those students
who don’t qualify for any financial
assistance.
“A total of $56 million went to financial
aid this year,” Nevarez said. “We only got
an estimated $21 million of it. The balance
goes to the students, but it is used for
educational purposes.”

Student Government Association
President Alyssa Munoz said the university
has good reasons to increase tuition, but
that SGA will try and make sure it is for
the best interest of the student body.
“We pretty much want to keep in touch
with them to make sure they don’t increase
it in 2004,” said Munoz. “But we do want
to look into the reasons why some students
are not qualifying for financial aid, and we
do want to help them get the funds they
need.”
Marialicia Andradez, SGA student
senator representative, said the idea of a
tuition increase is good and hopes the
administration will use it to make UTPA a
better university.
“I am totally for it,” Andradez said.
“There are a lot of opportunities to get
scholarships, and if you really want an
education then you really have to work for
it.”
Overall, Nevarez said he wants the
university to improve by adding more
educational programs and facilities. He
said these decisions are hard, but the end
result will benefit the university and its
students

Program Office.
To pay for their dorms students have two
options. The first alternative is to pay the full
amount at the beginning of each semester. The
second one features monthly installments.
Each semester the student’s total amount is
divided by four to determine the monthly
payment amount.

continued from page 1

governor and he told us we were going to
have a reduction,” said Nevarez. “Come
September, we are going to face additional
costs.”
The university plans to pay the state
back with funds collected from the
designated tuition increase. According to
official documents presented at the
hearing, $3.4 million will be used to cover
a portion of the seven-percent cutback.
To prevent such future cutbacks by
universities across the state, some Texas
legislators hope to pass a proposed bill
allowing universities to set their own
tuition rates. James Langabeer, vicepresident for Business Affairs at UTPA,
says the UT System hoped it would pass in
the last legislative session, but the bill was
held up in congressional debate.
“The concept is to have a flat rate for
tuition on a certain amount of hours,”
Langabeer said. “If you take anything
above that, it’s free, however, if you take
anything below that, then you still have to
pay for it.”
Langabeer said the object of
deregulating tuition is to get students to
graduate more quickly. Students who linger

past the four-year target mark cause the
university to incur cost better spent on new
entering students.
However, Langabeer said there are
several disadvantages in having this type
of tuition-fee system. Since under such a
bill the Board of Regents will allow the
universities to set their own tuition rates,
they are afraid costs may rise out of
students’ price range.
“Some of the legislators feel the cost of
education may slip away from needy
students,” said Langabeer. “And in turn,
we may get an elitist education.”
During the hearing, some students said
they didn’t mind the increase, but instead
wondered why UTPA completed its
Visitors Center if they wanted to become
the primary research institute of South
Texas. Some students felt it is more
important to renovate old educational
buildings instead of building facilities that
may not benefit them.
Nevarez explained UTPA’s top three
goals are to provide access, education and
research to the community. Nevarez
believes the Visitors Center will provide
access to future students of the university
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Do you think UTPA needs
daycare?

Tanzeer Ahmed
Communications
Junior
Yes, because it’ll give us the oppurtunity
to work out our schedules when our
children are at daycare.

Alvaro Barrientes
Electronic Engineering
Senior
Yes, because it will give the single
mothers here the chance to have their
children cared for when no one else can.

Denise Rodriguez
Manufacturing Engineering
Senior
I think it will be practical for female
students who have children to leave
their kids here while they attend
class.
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State’s shortfall to
cause UTPA crunch
By HILDA BARRIENTES
The Pan American

State funding? What state funding?
Because of the huge and unexpected
budget deficit facing the State of Texas,
the University of Texas Pan-American
now needs to give back seven percent of
the budget allotted to it this fiscal year.
According to James Langabeer, Vice
President for Business Affairs, in order to
supplement the budget there will be a
variety of reductions in several
departments. Such cuts will no doubt
affect department necessities.
“We had to ban all out-of-state travel,”
Langabeer said. “I just had to cancel one
of the trips to New Orleans that an
associate was going to take.”
Langabeer was given the authority by
the state to take several such actions in an
attempt to retain the funds the state
requires for recall, including what was
termed a flexible hiring freeze for staff,
which will not affect faculty. Langabeer
also has the authority to conduct what the
administration refers to as a “sweep”
“A sweep is when an employee retires,
someone is not hired to take their place,”
Langabeer said. “Their salary is retained
and used to pay the state back.”
Renovation and operation costs are also
being looked over. Faculty members will
not be able to get new computers or new
company vehicles unless they can prove
extreme need. Langebeer is trying to see if
he can postpone or cancel any renovations
needed to UTPA buildings.
According to John Edwards, Vice
President for Enrollment and Student
Services, a tuition increase and the
consideration of a new fee for expanded

course offerings are also possible
offerings to aid the budget cutback.
“We are doing a variety of things to
help,” Edwards said. “We just have to
look at it in different ways.”
There are other ways that the university
makes money, but alternatives like
donations and scholarships cannot help
much in the wake of the disturbing state
shortfall. Though any money donated to
the university and endowments is used to
fund various UTPA programs, according
to Langabeer the actions usually have
strings attached. He said many times the
donated money can only be used for the
department the person donating has
chosen. Endowments work the same way,
but they are generally funded for the
university within five years of the initial
contribution, and the income is distributed
to the beneficiary on an annual basis.
“The money has its own designation,
own department,” Langabeer said.
The full amount of what has to be given
back to the state is not finalized, but
according to Langabeer, it is an estimated
4.5 million. Colleges on campus are
scrambling to make cuts and still run their
business in the manner to which they have
become accustomed.
The shortfall and budget crunch on
campus has made this year’s lobbying
effort at the State Capitol even more vital.
Edinburg city officials held a reception for
Rio Grande Valley legislators Tuesday
night at Austin’s downtown Omni Hotel.
Their goal was to acquaint legislators
from all over the state with the needs of
both the area and the university.
According to Edinburg Mayor Joe Ochoa
in Wednesday’s Monitor, funding for
UTPA is one of Edinburg’s top priorities.

Gabriela Gutierrez
Communications
Junior
It will help all the single mothers to
attend to their school work.

Alberto Ramirez
Graphic Design
Senior
No, because I feel that the mother would
avoid going to class in order to check on
her child. But I also think it is good
because it will give the mother a chance
to go to school.

Gabriel O. Hernandez/The Pan American

ANSWERING THE CALL
Betty Munoz signs a list Wednesday to take part in activities sponsored by Kappa Delta Chi,
a sorority that will hold an informational session in the Student Union from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Thursday. The list was for potential members.

Sports

SPORTS CLIPBOARD Track teams earn

January 30, 2003

Bronc Basketball
On Jan. 25, freshman forward
Derrick East scored a career-high 20
points in a 77-60 loss to Texas A&MCorpus Christi at Memorial
Coliseum. The Broncs trailed 33-28
at halftime, but clawed their way
back to tie the game at 43 apiece on a
three-pointer by 6-3 guard Mitchell
who scored 11 on the night and had
four assists. However, the Islanders
went on to outscore UTPA 32-17,
dropping the Broncs to 5-17 on the
season. TAMUCC improved to 8-10
before their 87-74 loss to Oakland on
Jan. 27.Up next: UTPA will face
IPFW on Feb. 1 at the Fieldhouse at
7:30 p.m.

UTPA
Cheerleaders Come
Up Short
The UTPA cheerleading team fell
short of first place at the Universal
Cheerleading Association’s National
Cheerleading Competition by two-

tenths of a point January 12, 2000.

NHL All-Star
Game
The 53rd annual NHL All-Star
Game will be held on Saturday at
the Office Depot Center in Miami,
Florida.
The Center, which is the home of
the Florida Panthers, will also host
the NHL Skills Competition on
Saturday.
This year’s competition marks the
first time in several years that the
NHL has used an East vs. West format at the game.
For several years the format was
North America vs. World All-Stars,
but after losing nine straight the
commisioner decided to give North
America a break.
Bill Guerin, Marty Turco and
Mike Modano of the Dallas Stars
will all attend this weekend’s competition, playing for the Western
Conference team. For Modano it
will be his first ever All-Star start in
five appearances. He is also set to
captain his respective team.

Reporters
needed.
The Pan American is looking for sports and arts and
entertainment reporters to
audition this semester for
full-time and volunteer
positions throughout the
spring and summer terms.
For more information, contact sports editor Brian
Carr or A&E editor Ashley
Brooks at 381-2546.
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stripes in Houston
Track athlete recounts Bronc performances at Houston
Indoor Opener

By JESSICA OLIVAREZ
The Pan American
As we walked onto the
track, silence fell among
the members of the
throwing and long jumping
teams.
We were the first group
to arrive, as our events
began at 9 a.m. The
atmosphere on the track
was that of excitement and
nervous energy. All around
the track there was a flurry
of colored jerseys.
The letters on these
jerseys arranged
themselves into words TAMU, Rice, UT, SFA, and
UH, were all there. Teams
that people are accustomed
to watching win events on
television were at our first
meet of the season.
I began to get a little
nervous.
The pressure to win
began to rise when the first
event, the 20-pound weight
throw, started. Stepping
into the ring in front of the
crowd was the most
exhilarating experience of
my life.
The time arrived when I
would either crack under
the pressure or convert the
strain into adrenaline
fueling my success.
Our teammates, both
men and women, decided
not to let the big schools
get the better of the
University of Texas-Pan
American.
The composure of the
team allowed us to
overcome the pressure which was now escalating
in the arena.
Soon, like dominoes
falling in a row, the other
field events began to start.

On the right flank of the
shot put and weight pit was
the long-jump sandpit.
The competitors began to
warm up. To the spectators,
the arena was a confusing
mass of noise and
distraction.
An athlete, however,
must learn to ignore the
noise that could affect their
performance.
In the women’s 20pound weight throw, Amy
Moses took first place with
a throw of 17.34 meters,
besting most of her
competitors by at least five
feet. Moses not only took
the victory for the day, but
she also set a new meet
record.
Next week her goal is to
throw the provisional mark
that could lead her into the
NCAA qualifying meet
Mach 14-15 in
KFayetteville, AR.
Deneb de Luna clinched
the fourth-place slot by
throwing 14.87 meters. de
Luna also placed fifth in
the shot put.
In the men’s 35-pound
weight throw, Robert
Lopez emerged victorious
by throwing 15.50 meters.
Jeff Martzell tied for sixth
place in the pole vault,
with a 4.7-meter vault, and
Marling Manley placed
sixth in the high jump with
a jump of 2.01 meters.
The UTPA runners also
had an exciting track meet.
David Ramirez and
Americo Ortiz placed third
and fourth respectively in
the 5,000-meter run.
Wesley Keating, who was
named All-American for
his performance during the
cross country season,
placed second in the 3,000-

meter run, completing the
race in just over 8:40.
Hugo Cervantes placed
second in the mile with a
time of 4:20.
On the women’s side
Margeaux McCarthy placed
sixth in the 800-meter dash
with a time of 2:23.
It was a fierce
competition determined by
prelims and finals.
It is considered a great
accomplishment to make
the finals in collegiate
track, and even an honor
just to place.
It was interesting to see
our school’s name
alongside some of the best
in the state.
Our team fought until the
very end, and it showed in
the final outcome of the
meet. UTPA held its own
against, even the Big 12
schools.
The women finished
eighth out of 12 teams,
while the men’s team
placed sixth out of 11
schools. Competing
against, and beating, some
of the best teams in the
country is an indescribable
feeling.
Many of the individuals
on the team set personal
records, and are taking
steps needed to improve
for next week’s meet.
The hard work that we put
day in and day out will
soon be rewarded as out
team reaches its goals, and
sends a message to the
track circuit that UTPA is a
team to be reckoned with.
• Jessica Olivarez is a
sophomore UTPA track
and field athlete who
participates in the 20pound weight throw.
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Center after volunteers
By AARON LOZANO
The Pan American
The UTPA Visitors Center will soon launch
a program that will allow 20 students to give
guided tours and share the university’s history
and student life with the community.
According to Patricia Simack, interim
coordinator for the center, the plan, known as
the Docent Program, was sparked this year
due to the opening of the new facility.
“Because of the new visitors center, more
schools have been requesting tours,” said
Simack, “there is a high demand and we need
help.”
The program is accepting applications until
Feb. 1 and is looking for students and alumni
who are familiar with the campus.
“We generally are looking for juniors or
seniors and we do require them to have
knowledge of the campus,” Simack said.
Students must also have good academic
standing.
There have already been several
applications, mainly by students who are
looking for volunteer work in hopes of
getting their feet wet in some public speaking
and boosting their resume.
“We’ve had several students apply already
and one alum; basically they are interested in
volunteering and looking for an opportunity
to help the school out,” Simack said.
Yvonne Alsbury, associate director of the
Visitors Center, says that this program will
allow students to gain know-how that is in
high demand for most jobs.
“If you want to sharpen up your skills, this
is a great experience,” Alsbury said, “it will
provide our prospective volunteers with
public speaking skills and allow them to
interact with the community. It’ll also

definitely build up your resume, regardless of
your major.”
Another important incentive, according to
Alsbury, is being able to give back to the
school and community by promoting,
encouraging and assisting future UTPA
students.
Gabriela Lopez, an applicant for the
Docent Program, previously worked for
UTPA as a work study student giving tours.
“I stopped receiving work study but I still
wanted to give tours. The program gives me
the opportunity to do that,” Lopez said.
“Giving tours is great because you not only
tell people about the buildings, you also have
fun and it feels good helping people and
answering their questions. The people are
very nice and it’s an enjoyable job even
though I'm not going to get paid.”
In average, a student will aid and reach
about 75 potential UTPA students monthly,
on three tours a month with an average of 25
students per tour. This allows the volunteers
to work with smaller groups in comparison to
previous tour groups that worked with much
larger crowds of visitors.
“We’re committed to having small groups
so the interaction has more of an impact. We
also want to not only provide factual
information but use the docent student’s
campus experiences to actually tell what
UTPA student life is about,” Alsbury said.
“Including the good and the bad.”
The Docent Program will ask each
volunteer to put in at least 10 hours a month.
Primary tour hours are Monday, Wednesday
and Fridays from 9 a.m. to noon. Students
who complete phase one (January through
mid-July) with 10 hours or more will receive
a complementary jacket with the VC logo on
it.

ELVIE

Page 5
continued from page 1

classroom, but more for support,” she said. “It was
easier for us to create more programs and doctoral
degrees, [making it] the biggest change and
influence.”
Her latest career developments as dean of
students include acting as the Chief Judicial Officer
for student discipline at UTPA. In this role, she
ensured due process, acted as liaison between
students and administration, planned departmental
goals, programs, drafted annual performance
reports, and updated and publish UTPA Student
Guide. She also served as a Student Union
Building committee member.
According to Davis, one of the things she is
most proud of is the Student Union, which she says
was initiated by the University Program Board in
1993. With her help and that of other
administrators, the union became a reality in 1999.
“The coordination of myself, staff, and students,
was truly a collaborative effort,” she said. “I still
see it as a baby, [because] my vision is to see it as
the place for students to hang out between classes,
after classes, programs going on there every day,
and that takes time to develop.”
Even though she is leaving some things undone,
Davis has left everything in the hands of fellow
administrators and staff members who know about
the projects and will finish them. “There is always
going to be work that is unfinished, but there is
always going to be someone that will finish it,”
Davis said. “That is why I look at all these things
and the people coming in and those that have been
here for awhile, and know those things are going to
happen and that is a good feeling."
As for why she is retiring, Davis commented
that she could be in this university forever, but she
thinks it is a growing trend that people are retiring
younger. She then realized the university will go
on, and students will go on, and she wanted to
have some fun, too.
“A year or two ago I hit the formula for my
retirement system where I could get benefits, so

that is when I started thinking about retiring,” she
said.
As the Dean of Students she enjoyed the work
and the students who came through her door with a
problem or question.
“The way I see the dean is to help out students
in any way possible,” Davis commented. “I could
have stayed here forever because there are times
that I think, they are paying me to do this because I
really love it.”
Her departure is sad for many on her staff like
secretary Mary Ybarra, who has worked with
Davis for nine years. She said they are all going to
miss her because she has always been professional
and has been there to help out students.
Juanita Sanchez, Student Publications secretary,
added that she has known Davis since 1987 when
she first started working at UTPA. Sanchez said
that Davis’ professional attitude toward her job and
helping others have always been her priority.
“It is going to be interesting to see what happens
because she has been in that department for a long
time,” Sanchez said.
Do to the seven percent budget cut the university
has recently mandated, Vice President John
Edwards said it will take longer than anticipated to
find a replacement, but that the process has started
already. He also added that it would be difficult to
replace Davis because of her experience and
knowledge.
“She has been a great dean of students,”
Edwards said.
After her long journey at UTPA ends, Davis has
taken advice from friends who have passed
through the gates of retirement already. She
commented that they told her these things: it will
be a good six months before she stops thinking
university; not to make any plans; to keep it all free
and open to do whatever she feels like doing.
“I am excited, but there is sadness too, it is like
leaving another family,” Davis concluded.
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Around
Town

FOR

By: Arianna Vasquez
My uncle Juan Rafael who I adore and miss just passed away
last December. I lived with him all of my life and now that he is gone
I miss him and wonder where he is now. Growing up, I was told that
Heaven, but where is Heaven? I guess nobody knows for sure until
they die.
My faith has been questioned many times because a lot of what
the Bible says is not logical, but the concept of life after death has to
be true. There has to be more after we depart from this world, or are
we just wasting our time?
What is the purpose of humans to live a life full of memories
if you are not going to remember them after you die? What is the point
of being a good person all of your life if at the end of the tunnel there
is nothing to reward your good deeds?
Life after death has to be the answer to
those questions, because our minds and souls are
not computers and memories can’t be erased after
shutting your eyes forever.
Of course, some people always say that
the way to keep a loved one that has passed away
alive is to remember them always, and I guess that
is true.
But what happens when you die and those that stay alive, like
grandchildren, are unable to remember the dead? That is when something greater has to exist, and an afterlife has to be waiting for us.
I like to imagine Juanito, as my family used to call him, is in a
better world somewhere and has met with my grandfather again.
They are probably chatting, catching
up on all the things they didn’t get to
experience together. I know my
uncle takes care of me wherever
he is, because like there is life
on Earth, life after death has to
continue somewhere else.
Something greater has to
exist beyond those clouds in the
sky.
I love you Juanito.

AGAINST

By: Dägoberto Pérez
Some people envision an afterlife where everything is blissful
and they are in the presence of God, while others think an afterlife will
be “hell” ish because their evil ways on earth will inevitably be punished
in the brimstone and manic horror of the Inferno.
But when reality comes into play the angels become ashes, the
purgatory perishes and the Heaven most everyone tries to get to gets its
own halo.
Religion has brainwashed our way of life and we forget that it
was in Africa and not Eden that humans began to emerge. And the world
was not made in seven days, but rather in several billions of years.
Myths have become truths and now the laws of the land are filled with
biblical and scriptural laws, including those that discriminate and persecute the “unmoral.”
It’s all nice and good to believe that angels
will come and pull you from your body when you
die, and that you will be judged by a fair and just
God in the end. However, people must realize that
there is not enough evidence to affirm this reality
and believing in an afterlife is just a means of coping with death.
Furthermore, believing in an afterlife can
sometimes cause disturbing and often fatal actions. Just last year, Al
Quada attacked the United States, destroyed our towers and killed thousands of Americans because they believed an afterlife of pleasure awaited them.
Their religion coerced them into committing these acts and then
justified it by claiming they would be rewarded in the next life.
Apparently, 72 Virgins and a happiness unmatched by any pleasure
known to earth would await them if they killed the American “Infidels.”
I don’t know what’s sadder, the loss of life or the fact that people
are willing to murder over such unsubstantiated ideals.
The Bible and other such works are enlightening and thought
provoking (and dare I say, entertaining), but don’t hold your breath when
it comes to believing everything they say, especially in the concept of an
afterlife.
I would concern myself with surrounding myself with happiness
and contentment while I’m really alive.

Fiesta Edinburg
Feb. 22 from noon to 11
p.m.
Place: Edinburg Municipal
Park, Dolittle Road, south
from 107
Event: Live entertainment
will include Grupo Control
and La Costumbre, a
petting zoo, climbing wall
and food and beverage
booths.
Phone: (956) 383-4974
Night of Pterodactyl
Jan. 30 at 7 p.m.
Place: La Joya Performing
Arts Center, 604 Coyote
Drive in La Joya.
Info: A children’s play.
Phone: (956) 580-5161
Price: $5
McAllen Symphonic
Band
Feb. 4 at 7:30 p.m.
Place: McAllen Civic
Center Auditorium
Event: The McAllen
Symphonic Band presents
“Gems of the Concert
Band,” which will feature
“Radetsky March,”
“Anitshka” and “March
from Symphonic
Metamorphosis.
Phone: (956) 668-9740
Price: Admission donation
is $5; tickets available at
Melhart’s Music Center
and McAllen Chamber of
Commerce.
Viva Mexico Spring
Concert
Feb. 8 at 7 p.m.
Place: La Joya Performing
Arts Center, 604 Coyote
Drive in La Joya.
Event: Students from the
La Joya Independent
School District presents a
Mexican Folkloric Dance
concert.
Price: Tickets are $5.
Phone: (956) 580-5161 or
(956) 630-0016

A King Reborn
The Cine El Rey reopened its doors
in December after more than 14
years. In operation from 1947 to
1988, Cine El Rey was a Spanish
language film theater in the heart of
downtown McAllen. As testament to
the cinema’s significance, it is listed
in the National Register of Historic
Places by the U.S. Department of the
Interior.
Now, as part of downtown McAllen’s

restoration project, the theater has
come back to life. Although it no
longer shows “Hay Muertos Que No
Hacen Ruido,” as it did on opening
day nearly six decades ago, and
actors like The Soler Brothers and
Antonio Aguilar no longer grace the
stage, Cine El Rey will pick up where
it left off — giving residents another
entertainment venue, but this time
with a touch of history.

CINE EL REY
Location: 311 S. 17th
St., McAllen
Tickets: $5 adults, $4
children, $4 seniors
Ben Hur: 7 p.m. Friday,
Jan. 31-Sunday, Feb. 2

Matt Lynch/The Pan American
(Above and Right) - The newly reopened Cine El Rey is located at 311 S. 17th St. in McAllen.
The theater will show “Ben Hur” Friday through Sunday at 7 p.m.

CORRECTION:
In last week’s newspaper, on page 7 in “Students turned sharks,” Doc’s Sports Bar and Billiards in Pharr was incorrectly identified as Doc’s Sports Bar and Grill in Harlingen.
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CULTURE CLUB
What students like to read, listen to and surf.

Nadia Gallegos
Senior
Computer Science

A look back at ‘77 yearbook sparks discussion of student involvement
Story by Belinda Reyes
number of University of Texas-Pan
American professors recall the distant
past the USA Today used as a
comparison point. But their
recollections are somewhat different
than those the numbers suggest.
The longtime UTPA faculty were
asked a series of questions stemming
both from the survey and from a Pan
American analysis of the 1977

campus yearbook. The goal was to go
to the source when making
assessments of student involvement.
The 1977 yearbook, called the
Bronco, displayed a diverse student
life. The product, which was
discontinued in the mid-1980s, was
covered by student fees, and was
replaced later by a yearly magazine
which survives today as the
Panorama. The idea of a yearbook
faded in relevance to university
students of the mid-’80s.
“The reason it [yearbook] was
terminated, was because students
didn’t want to pay 25 dollars for it,”
said Dr. George McLemore, professor
of communication studies who has
been at the school for over 20 years.
“At first it came off the tuition and

students began to protest [the cost].”
McLemore also added the yearbook
became an optional expense, but it
only survived a couple of years,
because only a handful of students
wanted to keep the tradition.
Dr. Marian Monta, communications
and theater professor, said it is a
shame that UTPA lacks a yearbook,
because it is a documentation of
university life.
“[UTPA] being a commuter campus
was a big reason why people didn’t
buy yearbooks, at the time it was
[not] affordable,” Monta said.
“Students opposed it, because
yearbooks are expensive.
The Bronco was filled with details
of campus organizations and spirit. As
for student involvement today,

(Left) - For the year of the Golden Anniversary, the vice president for Student and
University Affairs was Dr. Miguel A. Nevarez.
(Above) - Serving as Director of Admissions was William L. Morris.

CD: “Sereno” by Miguel Bose
Movie: “Jerry Maguire”
Website: pdn-pix.com
Dr. Jerry L. Polinard was the head of the Political Science Department.

McLemore said there is more of a
campus spirit now, compared to when
he first lectured at Pan Am in 1972.
He recalls students who attended the
university for four years straight
without stepping out and around
campus.
“It [UTPA] was more of a
commuter campus back then, and the
campus was literally only for
[attending] class,” McLemore said.
“Now there is a larger population
of students living near or around
campus, [so] there is a greater
community spirit.”
McLemore added there are
more on-campus activities offered
today, both academic and
nonacademic, due to the
improvement of campus facilities,
including the recently completed
Student Union.
“The new student center should
have happened a long time ago.
[Students] get a better education
when they are exposed to
academic and nonacademic
activities,” McLemore said.
“I recall students [in the past]
being irritated when I would
suggest for them to stick around
campus for student activities.”
The level student preparedness
is another difficult measure to
quantify according to McLemore
and Dr. Jerry Polinard, chair of
the Political Science department.
Both agreed that South Texas
Community College has helped
UTPA in preparing students for
the four-year university level.
Polinard has been with the
university since the summer of
1972. Although he believes that
student quality has improved, he
also remembers students doing
well in the past.
“Students are as good now as
they were back then,” Polinard

said. “[But] back then, there was no
community college. [Prepared]
students are a lot better now because
of STCC.”
Monta also agreed that students in
the theater department are as

“

The reason it
[yearbook] was
terminated, was
because students
didn’t want to pay
25 dollars for it. At
first it came off the
tuition and
students began to
protest [the cost].
- Dr. George McLemore,
communication professor

“

A recent USA Today survey noted
that the level of student participation
on college campuses is at its lowest
point since the early 1960s. According
to the survey, 33 percent of college
students are involved in student and
political activities.
Surveys are usually imprecise
devices, as it is difficult to measure
human lives in terms of numbers. A

dedicated today as they were in the
past. She said the department has
better facilities now, but in the past
students worked hard in hot, stuffy
rooms to build stages and fashion
homemade equipment.
“The theater students in the ‘70s
would put in 16-hour days, and even
sleep on campus, instead of going
home,” Monta said. “It is hard to
compare [the two time periods]
because today is a different planet.”
The political aspect of student
involvement was comparatively
higher in the ‘70s as compared to
today, according to both McLemore
and Polinard, and this assessment
correlates well with the USA Today
study.
“Political movements in the ‘60s

and ‘70s sparked political
involvement for students, but by the
late ‘70s issues died out,” Polinard
said.
McLemore said students in the ‘70s
seemed to be more politically
involved, adding that a large number
of returning male students who served
in Vietnam were enrolled at the
university. In light of the impending
war with Iraq, it remains to be seen
whether students will rally to the
cause of political action as they did in
the past.
According to Polinard, student
organizations that existed then died
out by the late ‘70s, but new
organizations were also created, such
as the Political Science Association in
1974 and the Pre-law Society in 1976.
“I am sorry to see that some
organizations no longer exist, like ‘El
Sol’ which was an alternative
newspaper. It was a pro-Chicano
movement paper that reflected
political and social issues of Mexican
Americans,” Polinard said. “They
would publish student evaluations on
different [campus] professors.”
Polinard and current university
president Miguel Nevarez, vice
president of student affairs in 1977,
developed the “Student Bill of
Rights” at that time, which can be
found in the Handbook of Operating
Procedures for the university.
UTPA’s student involvement has
ebbed and flowed in the past 25 years,
according to a group of professors
who have been here the whole time.
In some ways their memories
contradict the numbers in the survey.
In essence, it is doubly difficult to
measure such things. Difficult
because of the variability of numbers,
and even more so because of the
absence of a yearbook, a good
documentary yardstick of student
activity.

Francisco Cavazos
Junior
Computer Science
Movie: “Heat”
Book: “100 años de Soledad” by Gabriel Garcia
Marquez
Website: kickgranny.com

Claudia Gomez
Sophomore
Advertising
CD: Hombres G
Book: “Dirigentes del Mundo Futuro” by Carlos
Cuauhtemoc Sanchez
Website: mujerfutura.com
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CULTURE CLUB
What students like to read, listen to and surf.

Nadia Gallegos
Senior
Computer Science

A look back at ‘77 yearbook sparks discussion of student involvement
Story by Belinda Reyes
number of University of Texas-Pan
American professors recall the distant
past the USA Today used as a
comparison point. But their
recollections are somewhat different
than those the numbers suggest.
The longtime UTPA faculty were
asked a series of questions stemming
both from the survey and from a Pan
American analysis of the 1977

campus yearbook. The goal was to go
to the source when making
assessments of student involvement.
The 1977 yearbook, called the
Bronco, displayed a diverse student
life. The product, which was
discontinued in the mid-1980s, was
covered by student fees, and was
replaced later by a yearly magazine
which survives today as the
Panorama. The idea of a yearbook
faded in relevance to university
students of the mid-’80s.
“The reason it [yearbook] was
terminated, was because students
didn’t want to pay 25 dollars for it,”
said Dr. George McLemore, professor
of communication studies who has
been at the school for over 20 years.
“At first it came off the tuition and

students began to protest [the cost].”
McLemore also added the yearbook
became an optional expense, but it
only survived a couple of years,
because only a handful of students
wanted to keep the tradition.
Dr. Marian Monta, communications
and theater professor, said it is a
shame that UTPA lacks a yearbook,
because it is a documentation of
university life.
“[UTPA] being a commuter campus
was a big reason why people didn’t
buy yearbooks, at the time it was
[not] affordable,” Monta said.
“Students opposed it, because
yearbooks are expensive.
The Bronco was filled with details
of campus organizations and spirit. As
for student involvement today,

(Left) - For the year of the Golden Anniversary, the vice president for Student and
University Affairs was Dr. Miguel A. Nevarez.
(Above) - Serving as Director of Admissions was William L. Morris.

CD: “Sereno” by Miguel Bose
Movie: “Jerry Maguire”
Website: pdn-pix.com
Dr. Jerry L. Polinard was the head of the Political Science Department.

McLemore said there is more of a
campus spirit now, compared to when
he first lectured at Pan Am in 1972.
He recalls students who attended the
university for four years straight
without stepping out and around
campus.
“It [UTPA] was more of a
commuter campus back then, and the
campus was literally only for
[attending] class,” McLemore said.
“Now there is a larger population
of students living near or around
campus, [so] there is a greater
community spirit.”
McLemore added there are
more on-campus activities offered
today, both academic and
nonacademic, due to the
improvement of campus facilities,
including the recently completed
Student Union.
“The new student center should
have happened a long time ago.
[Students] get a better education
when they are exposed to
academic and nonacademic
activities,” McLemore said.
“I recall students [in the past]
being irritated when I would
suggest for them to stick around
campus for student activities.”
The level student preparedness
is another difficult measure to
quantify according to McLemore
and Dr. Jerry Polinard, chair of
the Political Science department.
Both agreed that South Texas
Community College has helped
UTPA in preparing students for
the four-year university level.
Polinard has been with the
university since the summer of
1972. Although he believes that
student quality has improved, he
also remembers students doing
well in the past.
“Students are as good now as
they were back then,” Polinard

said. “[But] back then, there was no
community college. [Prepared]
students are a lot better now because
of STCC.”
Monta also agreed that students in
the theater department are as
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The reason it
[yearbook] was
terminated, was
because students
didn’t want to pay
25 dollars for it. At
first it came off the
tuition and
students began to
protest [the cost].
- Dr. George McLemore,
communication professor
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A recent USA Today survey noted
that the level of student participation
on college campuses is at its lowest
point since the early 1960s. According
to the survey, 33 percent of college
students are involved in student and
political activities.
Surveys are usually imprecise
devices, as it is difficult to measure
human lives in terms of numbers. A

dedicated today as they were in the
past. She said the department has
better facilities now, but in the past
students worked hard in hot, stuffy
rooms to build stages and fashion
homemade equipment.
“The theater students in the ‘70s
would put in 16-hour days, and even
sleep on campus, instead of going
home,” Monta said. “It is hard to
compare [the two time periods]
because today is a different planet.”
The political aspect of student
involvement was comparatively
higher in the ‘70s as compared to
today, according to both McLemore
and Polinard, and this assessment
correlates well with the USA Today
study.
“Political movements in the ‘60s

and ‘70s sparked political
involvement for students, but by the
late ‘70s issues died out,” Polinard
said.
McLemore said students in the ‘70s
seemed to be more politically
involved, adding that a large number
of returning male students who served
in Vietnam were enrolled at the
university. In light of the impending
war with Iraq, it remains to be seen
whether students will rally to the
cause of political action as they did in
the past.
According to Polinard, student
organizations that existed then died
out by the late ‘70s, but new
organizations were also created, such
as the Political Science Association in
1974 and the Pre-law Society in 1976.
“I am sorry to see that some
organizations no longer exist, like ‘El
Sol’ which was an alternative
newspaper. It was a pro-Chicano
movement paper that reflected
political and social issues of Mexican
Americans,” Polinard said. “They
would publish student evaluations on
different [campus] professors.”
Polinard and current university
president Miguel Nevarez, vice
president of student affairs in 1977,
developed the “Student Bill of
Rights” at that time, which can be
found in the Handbook of Operating
Procedures for the university.
UTPA’s student involvement has
ebbed and flowed in the past 25 years,
according to a group of professors
who have been here the whole time.
In some ways their memories
contradict the numbers in the survey.
In essence, it is doubly difficult to
measure such things. Difficult
because of the variability of numbers,
and even more so because of the
absence of a yearbook, a good
documentary yardstick of student
activity.
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FOR

By: Arianna Vasquez
My uncle Juan Rafael who I adore and miss just passed away
last December. I lived with him all of my life and now that he is gone
I miss him and wonder where he is now. Growing up, I was told that
Heaven, but where is Heaven? I guess nobody knows for sure until
they die.
My faith has been questioned many times because a lot of what
the Bible says is not logical, but the concept of life after death has to
be true. There has to be more after we depart from this world, or are
we just wasting our time?
What is the purpose of humans to live a life full of memories
if you are not going to remember them after you die? What is the point
of being a good person all of your life if at the end of the tunnel there
is nothing to reward your good deeds?
Life after death has to be the answer to
those questions, because our minds and souls are
not computers and memories can’t be erased after
shutting your eyes forever.
Of course, some people always say that
the way to keep a loved one that has passed away
alive is to remember them always, and I guess that
is true.
But what happens when you die and those that stay alive, like
grandchildren, are unable to remember the dead? That is when something greater has to exist, and an afterlife has to be waiting for us.
I like to imagine Juanito, as my family used to call him, is in a
better world somewhere and has met with my grandfather again.
They are probably chatting, catching
up on all the things they didn’t get to
experience together. I know my
uncle takes care of me wherever
he is, because like there is life
on Earth, life after death has to
continue somewhere else.
Something greater has to
exist beyond those clouds in the
sky.
I love you Juanito.

AGAINST

By: Dägoberto Pérez
Some people envision an afterlife where everything is blissful
and they are in the presence of God, while others think an afterlife will
be “hell” ish because their evil ways on earth will inevitably be punished
in the brimstone and manic horror of the Inferno.
But when reality comes into play the angels become ashes, the
purgatory perishes and the Heaven most everyone tries to get to gets its
own halo.
Religion has brainwashed our way of life and we forget that it
was in Africa and not Eden that humans began to emerge. And the world
was not made in seven days, but rather in several billions of years.
Myths have become truths and now the laws of the land are filled with
biblical and scriptural laws, including those that discriminate and persecute the “unmoral.”
It’s all nice and good to believe that angels
will come and pull you from your body when you
die, and that you will be judged by a fair and just
God in the end. However, people must realize that
there is not enough evidence to affirm this reality
and believing in an afterlife is just a means of coping with death.
Furthermore, believing in an afterlife can
sometimes cause disturbing and often fatal actions. Just last year, Al
Quada attacked the United States, destroyed our towers and killed thousands of Americans because they believed an afterlife of pleasure awaited them.
Their religion coerced them into committing these acts and then
justified it by claiming they would be rewarded in the next life.
Apparently, 72 Virgins and a happiness unmatched by any pleasure
known to earth would await them if they killed the American “Infidels.”
I don’t know what’s sadder, the loss of life or the fact that people
are willing to murder over such unsubstantiated ideals.
The Bible and other such works are enlightening and thought
provoking (and dare I say, entertaining), but don’t hold your breath when
it comes to believing everything they say, especially in the concept of an
afterlife.
I would concern myself with surrounding myself with happiness
and contentment while I’m really alive.

Fiesta Edinburg
Feb. 22 from noon to 11
p.m.
Place: Edinburg Municipal
Park, Dolittle Road, south
from 107
Event: Live entertainment
will include Grupo Control
and La Costumbre, a
petting zoo, climbing wall
and food and beverage
booths.
Phone: (956) 383-4974
Night of Pterodactyl
Jan. 30 at 7 p.m.
Place: La Joya Performing
Arts Center, 604 Coyote
Drive in La Joya.
Info: A children’s play.
Phone: (956) 580-5161
Price: $5
McAllen Symphonic
Band
Feb. 4 at 7:30 p.m.
Place: McAllen Civic
Center Auditorium
Event: The McAllen
Symphonic Band presents
“Gems of the Concert
Band,” which will feature
“Radetsky March,”
“Anitshka” and “March
from Symphonic
Metamorphosis.
Phone: (956) 668-9740
Price: Admission donation
is $5; tickets available at
Melhart’s Music Center
and McAllen Chamber of
Commerce.
Viva Mexico Spring
Concert
Feb. 8 at 7 p.m.
Place: La Joya Performing
Arts Center, 604 Coyote
Drive in La Joya.
Event: Students from the
La Joya Independent
School District presents a
Mexican Folkloric Dance
concert.
Price: Tickets are $5.
Phone: (956) 580-5161 or
(956) 630-0016

A King Reborn
The Cine El Rey reopened its doors
in December after more than 14
years. In operation from 1947 to
1988, Cine El Rey was a Spanish
language film theater in the heart of
downtown McAllen. As testament to
the cinema’s significance, it is listed
in the National Register of Historic
Places by the U.S. Department of the
Interior.
Now, as part of downtown McAllen’s

restoration project, the theater has
come back to life. Although it no
longer shows “Hay Muertos Que No
Hacen Ruido,” as it did on opening
day nearly six decades ago, and
actors like The Soler Brothers and
Antonio Aguilar no longer grace the
stage, Cine El Rey will pick up where
it left off — giving residents another
entertainment venue, but this time
with a touch of history.

CINE EL REY
Location: 311 S. 17th
St., McAllen
Tickets: $5 adults, $4
children, $4 seniors
Ben Hur: 7 p.m. Friday,
Jan. 31-Sunday, Feb. 2

Matt Lynch/The Pan American
(Above and Right) - The newly reopened Cine El Rey is located at 311 S. 17th St. in McAllen.
The theater will show “Ben Hur” Friday through Sunday at 7 p.m.

CORRECTION:
In last week’s newspaper, on page 7 in “Students turned sharks,” Doc’s Sports Bar and Billiards in Pharr was incorrectly identified as Doc’s Sports Bar and Grill in Harlingen.
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Center after volunteers
By AARON LOZANO
The Pan American
The UTPA Visitors Center will soon launch
a program that will allow 20 students to give
guided tours and share the university’s history
and student life with the community.
According to Patricia Simack, interim
coordinator for the center, the plan, known as
the Docent Program, was sparked this year
due to the opening of the new facility.
“Because of the new visitors center, more
schools have been requesting tours,” said
Simack, “there is a high demand and we need
help.”
The program is accepting applications until
Feb. 1 and is looking for students and alumni
who are familiar with the campus.
“We generally are looking for juniors or
seniors and we do require them to have
knowledge of the campus,” Simack said.
Students must also have good academic
standing.
There have already been several
applications, mainly by students who are
looking for volunteer work in hopes of
getting their feet wet in some public speaking
and boosting their resume.
“We’ve had several students apply already
and one alum; basically they are interested in
volunteering and looking for an opportunity
to help the school out,” Simack said.
Yvonne Alsbury, associate director of the
Visitors Center, says that this program will
allow students to gain know-how that is in
high demand for most jobs.
“If you want to sharpen up your skills, this
is a great experience,” Alsbury said, “it will
provide our prospective volunteers with
public speaking skills and allow them to
interact with the community. It’ll also

definitely build up your resume, regardless of
your major.”
Another important incentive, according to
Alsbury, is being able to give back to the
school and community by promoting,
encouraging and assisting future UTPA
students.
Gabriela Lopez, an applicant for the
Docent Program, previously worked for
UTPA as a work study student giving tours.
“I stopped receiving work study but I still
wanted to give tours. The program gives me
the opportunity to do that,” Lopez said.
“Giving tours is great because you not only
tell people about the buildings, you also have
fun and it feels good helping people and
answering their questions. The people are
very nice and it’s an enjoyable job even
though I'm not going to get paid.”
In average, a student will aid and reach
about 75 potential UTPA students monthly,
on three tours a month with an average of 25
students per tour. This allows the volunteers
to work with smaller groups in comparison to
previous tour groups that worked with much
larger crowds of visitors.
“We’re committed to having small groups
so the interaction has more of an impact. We
also want to not only provide factual
information but use the docent student’s
campus experiences to actually tell what
UTPA student life is about,” Alsbury said.
“Including the good and the bad.”
The Docent Program will ask each
volunteer to put in at least 10 hours a month.
Primary tour hours are Monday, Wednesday
and Fridays from 9 a.m. to noon. Students
who complete phase one (January through
mid-July) with 10 hours or more will receive
a complementary jacket with the VC logo on
it.

ELVIE

Page 5
continued from page 1

classroom, but more for support,” she said. “It was
easier for us to create more programs and doctoral
degrees, [making it] the biggest change and
influence.”
Her latest career developments as dean of
students include acting as the Chief Judicial Officer
for student discipline at UTPA. In this role, she
ensured due process, acted as liaison between
students and administration, planned departmental
goals, programs, drafted annual performance
reports, and updated and publish UTPA Student
Guide. She also served as a Student Union
Building committee member.
According to Davis, one of the things she is
most proud of is the Student Union, which she says
was initiated by the University Program Board in
1993. With her help and that of other
administrators, the union became a reality in 1999.
“The coordination of myself, staff, and students,
was truly a collaborative effort,” she said. “I still
see it as a baby, [because] my vision is to see it as
the place for students to hang out between classes,
after classes, programs going on there every day,
and that takes time to develop.”
Even though she is leaving some things undone,
Davis has left everything in the hands of fellow
administrators and staff members who know about
the projects and will finish them. “There is always
going to be work that is unfinished, but there is
always going to be someone that will finish it,”
Davis said. “That is why I look at all these things
and the people coming in and those that have been
here for awhile, and know those things are going to
happen and that is a good feeling."
As for why she is retiring, Davis commented
that she could be in this university forever, but she
thinks it is a growing trend that people are retiring
younger. She then realized the university will go
on, and students will go on, and she wanted to
have some fun, too.
“A year or two ago I hit the formula for my
retirement system where I could get benefits, so

that is when I started thinking about retiring,” she
said.
As the Dean of Students she enjoyed the work
and the students who came through her door with a
problem or question.
“The way I see the dean is to help out students
in any way possible,” Davis commented. “I could
have stayed here forever because there are times
that I think, they are paying me to do this because I
really love it.”
Her departure is sad for many on her staff like
secretary Mary Ybarra, who has worked with
Davis for nine years. She said they are all going to
miss her because she has always been professional
and has been there to help out students.
Juanita Sanchez, Student Publications secretary,
added that she has known Davis since 1987 when
she first started working at UTPA. Sanchez said
that Davis’ professional attitude toward her job and
helping others have always been her priority.
“It is going to be interesting to see what happens
because she has been in that department for a long
time,” Sanchez said.
Do to the seven percent budget cut the university
has recently mandated, Vice President John
Edwards said it will take longer than anticipated to
find a replacement, but that the process has started
already. He also added that it would be difficult to
replace Davis because of her experience and
knowledge.
“She has been a great dean of students,”
Edwards said.
After her long journey at UTPA ends, Davis has
taken advice from friends who have passed
through the gates of retirement already. She
commented that they told her these things: it will
be a good six months before she stops thinking
university; not to make any plans; to keep it all free
and open to do whatever she feels like doing.
“I am excited, but there is sadness too, it is like
leaving another family,” Davis concluded.
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Do you think UTPA needs
daycare?

Tanzeer Ahmed
Communications
Junior
Yes, because it’ll give us the oppurtunity
to work out our schedules when our
children are at daycare.

Alvaro Barrientes
Electronic Engineering
Senior
Yes, because it will give the single
mothers here the chance to have their
children cared for when no one else can.

Denise Rodriguez
Manufacturing Engineering
Senior
I think it will be practical for female
students who have children to leave
their kids here while they attend
class.
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State’s shortfall to
cause UTPA crunch
By HILDA BARRIENTES
The Pan American

State funding? What state funding?
Because of the huge and unexpected
budget deficit facing the State of Texas,
the University of Texas Pan-American
now needs to give back seven percent of
the budget allotted to it this fiscal year.
According to James Langabeer, Vice
President for Business Affairs, in order to
supplement the budget there will be a
variety of reductions in several
departments. Such cuts will no doubt
affect department necessities.
“We had to ban all out-of-state travel,”
Langabeer said. “I just had to cancel one
of the trips to New Orleans that an
associate was going to take.”
Langabeer was given the authority by
the state to take several such actions in an
attempt to retain the funds the state
requires for recall, including what was
termed a flexible hiring freeze for staff,
which will not affect faculty. Langabeer
also has the authority to conduct what the
administration refers to as a “sweep”
“A sweep is when an employee retires,
someone is not hired to take their place,”
Langabeer said. “Their salary is retained
and used to pay the state back.”
Renovation and operation costs are also
being looked over. Faculty members will
not be able to get new computers or new
company vehicles unless they can prove
extreme need. Langebeer is trying to see if
he can postpone or cancel any renovations
needed to UTPA buildings.
According to John Edwards, Vice
President for Enrollment and Student
Services, a tuition increase and the
consideration of a new fee for expanded

course offerings are also possible
offerings to aid the budget cutback.
“We are doing a variety of things to
help,” Edwards said. “We just have to
look at it in different ways.”
There are other ways that the university
makes money, but alternatives like
donations and scholarships cannot help
much in the wake of the disturbing state
shortfall. Though any money donated to
the university and endowments is used to
fund various UTPA programs, according
to Langabeer the actions usually have
strings attached. He said many times the
donated money can only be used for the
department the person donating has
chosen. Endowments work the same way,
but they are generally funded for the
university within five years of the initial
contribution, and the income is distributed
to the beneficiary on an annual basis.
“The money has its own designation,
own department,” Langabeer said.
The full amount of what has to be given
back to the state is not finalized, but
according to Langabeer, it is an estimated
4.5 million. Colleges on campus are
scrambling to make cuts and still run their
business in the manner to which they have
become accustomed.
The shortfall and budget crunch on
campus has made this year’s lobbying
effort at the State Capitol even more vital.
Edinburg city officials held a reception for
Rio Grande Valley legislators Tuesday
night at Austin’s downtown Omni Hotel.
Their goal was to acquaint legislators
from all over the state with the needs of
both the area and the university.
According to Edinburg Mayor Joe Ochoa
in Wednesday’s Monitor, funding for
UTPA is one of Edinburg’s top priorities.

Gabriela Gutierrez
Communications
Junior
It will help all the single mothers to
attend to their school work.

Alberto Ramirez
Graphic Design
Senior
No, because I feel that the mother would
avoid going to class in order to check on
her child. But I also think it is good
because it will give the mother a chance
to go to school.

Gabriel O. Hernandez/The Pan American

ANSWERING THE CALL
Betty Munoz signs a list Wednesday to take part in activities sponsored by Kappa Delta Chi,
a sorority that will hold an informational session in the Student Union from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Thursday. The list was for potential members.
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Bronc Basketball
On Jan. 25, freshman forward
Derrick East scored a career-high 20
points in a 77-60 loss to Texas A&MCorpus Christi at Memorial
Coliseum. The Broncs trailed 33-28
at halftime, but clawed their way
back to tie the game at 43 apiece on a
three-pointer by 6-3 guard Mitchell
who scored 11 on the night and had
four assists. However, the Islanders
went on to outscore UTPA 32-17,
dropping the Broncs to 5-17 on the
season. TAMUCC improved to 8-10
before their 87-74 loss to Oakland on
Jan. 27.Up next: UTPA will face
IPFW on Feb. 1 at the Fieldhouse at
7:30 p.m.

UTPA
Cheerleaders Come
Up Short
The UTPA cheerleading team fell
short of first place at the Universal
Cheerleading Association’s National
Cheerleading Competition by two-

tenths of a point January 12, 2000.

NHL All-Star
Game
The 53rd annual NHL All-Star
Game will be held on Saturday at
the Office Depot Center in Miami,
Florida.
The Center, which is the home of
the Florida Panthers, will also host
the NHL Skills Competition on
Saturday.
This year’s competition marks the
first time in several years that the
NHL has used an East vs. West format at the game.
For several years the format was
North America vs. World All-Stars,
but after losing nine straight the
commisioner decided to give North
America a break.
Bill Guerin, Marty Turco and
Mike Modano of the Dallas Stars
will all attend this weekend’s competition, playing for the Western
Conference team. For Modano it
will be his first ever All-Star start in
five appearances. He is also set to
captain his respective team.

Reporters
needed.
The Pan American is looking for sports and arts and
entertainment reporters to
audition this semester for
full-time and volunteer
positions throughout the
spring and summer terms.
For more information, contact sports editor Brian
Carr or A&E editor Ashley
Brooks at 381-2546.
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stripes in Houston
Track athlete recounts Bronc performances at Houston
Indoor Opener

By JESSICA OLIVAREZ
The Pan American
As we walked onto the
track, silence fell among
the members of the
throwing and long jumping
teams.
We were the first group
to arrive, as our events
began at 9 a.m. The
atmosphere on the track
was that of excitement and
nervous energy. All around
the track there was a flurry
of colored jerseys.
The letters on these
jerseys arranged
themselves into words TAMU, Rice, UT, SFA, and
UH, were all there. Teams
that people are accustomed
to watching win events on
television were at our first
meet of the season.
I began to get a little
nervous.
The pressure to win
began to rise when the first
event, the 20-pound weight
throw, started. Stepping
into the ring in front of the
crowd was the most
exhilarating experience of
my life.
The time arrived when I
would either crack under
the pressure or convert the
strain into adrenaline
fueling my success.
Our teammates, both
men and women, decided
not to let the big schools
get the better of the
University of Texas-Pan
American.
The composure of the
team allowed us to
overcome the pressure which was now escalating
in the arena.
Soon, like dominoes
falling in a row, the other
field events began to start.

On the right flank of the
shot put and weight pit was
the long-jump sandpit.
The competitors began to
warm up. To the spectators,
the arena was a confusing
mass of noise and
distraction.
An athlete, however,
must learn to ignore the
noise that could affect their
performance.
In the women’s 20pound weight throw, Amy
Moses took first place with
a throw of 17.34 meters,
besting most of her
competitors by at least five
feet. Moses not only took
the victory for the day, but
she also set a new meet
record.
Next week her goal is to
throw the provisional mark
that could lead her into the
NCAA qualifying meet
Mach 14-15 in
KFayetteville, AR.
Deneb de Luna clinched
the fourth-place slot by
throwing 14.87 meters. de
Luna also placed fifth in
the shot put.
In the men’s 35-pound
weight throw, Robert
Lopez emerged victorious
by throwing 15.50 meters.
Jeff Martzell tied for sixth
place in the pole vault,
with a 4.7-meter vault, and
Marling Manley placed
sixth in the high jump with
a jump of 2.01 meters.
The UTPA runners also
had an exciting track meet.
David Ramirez and
Americo Ortiz placed third
and fourth respectively in
the 5,000-meter run.
Wesley Keating, who was
named All-American for
his performance during the
cross country season,
placed second in the 3,000-

meter run, completing the
race in just over 8:40.
Hugo Cervantes placed
second in the mile with a
time of 4:20.
On the women’s side
Margeaux McCarthy placed
sixth in the 800-meter dash
with a time of 2:23.
It was a fierce
competition determined by
prelims and finals.
It is considered a great
accomplishment to make
the finals in collegiate
track, and even an honor
just to place.
It was interesting to see
our school’s name
alongside some of the best
in the state.
Our team fought until the
very end, and it showed in
the final outcome of the
meet. UTPA held its own
against, even the Big 12
schools.
The women finished
eighth out of 12 teams,
while the men’s team
placed sixth out of 11
schools. Competing
against, and beating, some
of the best teams in the
country is an indescribable
feeling.
Many of the individuals
on the team set personal
records, and are taking
steps needed to improve
for next week’s meet.
The hard work that we put
day in and day out will
soon be rewarded as out
team reaches its goals, and
sends a message to the
track circuit that UTPA is a
team to be reckoned with.
• Jessica Olivarez is a
sophomore UTPA track
and field athlete who
participates in the 20pound weight throw.
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UTPA tennis teams earn initial wins
Lady Broncs defeat Alcorn State, Broncs best Trinity
for first victories of season

By MATT LYNCH
The Pan American
Most coaches will agree that racking up
the wins early in the season is crucial to
the success of any sports team.
While the UTPA men’s and women’s
tennis teams may not be “racking up the
wins,” both squads earned their first
victories of the season last weekend, with
the Broncs winning their season opener 5-2
over Trinity, and the Lady Broncs beating
Alcorn State 5-2 in their second match of
the season.
Women
After the Lady Broncs were downed in
their opener by Southern Methodist
University 7-0, UTPA rebounded with a
win over Alcorn State.
The Lady Broncs earned the doubles
point by winning two out of three doubles
matches, and also picked up points at the
number three, four, five and six singles
spots. Freshman Laura Boskovich earned
the most impressive victory of the event
for UTPA, blanking Sandra Keaveney 6-0,
6-0 at number three singles.
Although the Lady Broncs dropped their
next two contests 6-1 to Lamar and 7-0 to
Houston, head tennis coach Todd Chapman
feels his team is on its way to a successful
season.
“It was extremely important to get that
first win of the season,” he said. “You want
to get that as soon as possible in the
season, so your players know they can win.

You preach it, but it’s good for your
players to know they can win by doing it.”
Chapman credits another freshman,
Elysia Sloan with strong play throughout
the weekend. Sloan went 4-2 in singles and
doubles competition against UTPA’s three
opponents, including a come-from-behind,
1-6, 7-5, (10-8) victory over Fallon Davis
of Alcorn State.
“She had the best record of the weekend,
and for a freshman that’s pretty good,”
Chapman said. “You never know how
freshman are going to respond.”
The Lady Broncs return to action Feb.
7 through Feb. 9 when they travel to El
Paso and Las Cruces, NM for contests
against UTEP, New Mexico State
University and Tennessee Tech.
According to Chapman, his women’s
squad is hard at work practicing to
eliminate unforced mistakes from the
equation.
“We’ve been working on consistency.
We made way too many unforced errors
and gave up too many free points. We
didn’t make our opponents work too hard
for points,” he said. “We’ve been working
on getting balls in play, and by doing that
we’re going to force opponents to either
make a good shot or make a mistake.”
Men
Although the Broncs stumbled against
Texas A&M University 6-0 in most recent
action, the UTPA men’s team was able to
come away with a victory in its season
opener, pounding Trinity 5-2.

After winning two out of three doubles
contests in tie breakers to earn the doubles
point, the Broncs captured points at singles
spots one, two, five and six to earn the
victory.
The freshman duo of Oliver Steil and
Nik Porter

performances against Trinity and TAMU
will lead to bigger and better things
throughout the season.

“If you look at the match against A&M
last year, they’re ranked about the same as
they were. Our matches this year are much
closer,” he said. “It shows our guys that
can compete against some of the best
teams in the nation. It gave us
confidence that they can play at that
level and makes them realize that
they’re not so far away from
playing at a high level.”
In recent years, doubles
play has been a thorn in the
side of Bronc tennis, but
according to Chapman, his
squad has worked hard to
turn the weakness into a
strength. While winning two
out of three doubles matches
nets a team only one point,
winning doubles play means
more than just a single
point.

highlighted
UTPA’s performance against Trinity, as
Steil blanked Stefan Parker 6-0, 6-0 at
number five singles and Porter downed
Jeremy Stone 6-2, 6-1 at the six spot.
Like the Lady Broncs, the men’s team
returns to action Feb. 7 against NMSU.
Chapman believes his squad’s strong

“Our strength is still singles,
but we’re putting a lot of time
into doubles. I feel like in the year
and a half that I’ve been here, our
doubles has improved. It’s been a focal
point for us,” he said. “Winning the
doubles point is extremely important
because usually you play doubles first.
We’ve had to change the way we play
doubles technically. We’ve been focusing
on that and trying to gain some confidence.
We have some room to improve, but we
won some close doubles matches against
Trinity and that gave us some confidence.”

Redemption: Lady Broncs right the ship
Lady Broncs go 4-5
in last nine games
By ED CHRNKO
The Pan American
Despite dropping their 16th
game of the season Tuesday
night to Oral Roberts, 72-68, the
University of Texas-Pan
American women’s basketball
team has continued to turn their
season around by winning two of
the last three games.
The Lady Broncs (4-16)
almost pulled off their third
straight victory, but ORU took
advantage of the fatigue factor
that has plagued the orange and
green this year. UTPA held a
slim 64-61 lead over the Golden
Eagles with less than five
minutes to play in the game
when the bottom fell out.
Forward Stephanie Clark
scored seven points during
ORU’s 12-4 run and guard Cori
Williston led the Golden Eagles
in scoring with 26 points as ORU
improved to 14-4 while snapping
the Lady Broncs’ two-game
winning streak.
On the bright side, senior
forward Alex Gravel tore up the

native Williams and junior guard
court by scoring a season-high
Mary DeCock added 12 points
26 points for the Lady Broncs.
each in the victory.
Center Naima Williams and
UTPA went on to knock off
senior Julie Porter each
longtime rival Texas A&Mcontributed an additional 12
Corpus Christi, 64-55,
points.
at the Fieldhouse Jan.
Since UTPA’s
25. UTPA has been the
monumental 61whipping post for the
58 win over
Lady Islanders for
Nebraska on Jan.
several years, but the
5 in Lincoln, the
orange and green
Lady Broncs
outscored TAMUCC
have gone 4-5.
17-5 in the last eight
The Lady
minutes of the game to
Broncs
post its first-ever win
continued their
over the Lady
turnaround
Islanders despite
during a recent
blowing a 12-point
three-game road
halftime lead.
trip.
MARY DECOCK
Williams led the way
After dropping
over TAMUCC with 21 points
their first two road games, a 77and Gravel added 15 points and
42 loss to New Mexico State in
six assists.
Las Cruces on Jan. 18 and a 68NOTES: The Lady Broncs
59 defeat to Arkansas State on
travel to Shreveport, LA on Feb.
Jan. 21, UTPA defeated
1 to take on Centenary at 1 p.m.
Arkansas-Little Rock 66-56 at
Last year, UTPA split the season
the Trojan Fieldhouse Jan. 23 to
series with the Ladies. The Lady
salvage a win out of the threeBroncs lost at the Fieldhouse on
game road swing.
Jan. 10 of last year, 83-79, but
The Lady Broncs made 65
recovered from the home loss to
percent of their field goals in the
exact revenge at Shreveport by
second half as Canadian-born
Gravel led the way over the Lady downing Centenary 69-58 Jan.
Trojans with 21 points. Houston- 30.
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Commuter school seeking residents
By DULCE GONZALEZ
The Pan American

Even though paying for a dorm can sound
scary, payment options are available.

What is the best way to avoid having to
look for a parking space half an hour before
class? The solution is simple: live on campus.
Like most college students, those enrolled
at The University of Texas-Pan American
have the option of staying on campus, though
few make that choice at this commuter school.
Still, with a new director of Residence Life on
board this year, current and prospective
residents can expect a year full of
improvements and renovations.
Chad Martin, director of Residence Life,
started working at UTPA in November, and
after arriving from Oklahoma, he was
surprised to see that UTPA’s housing program
was tiny compared to the programs of most
other universities. Fewer than 500 students
live on campus despite an enrollment of
14,300.
“I found a small program in a fairly large
university.” said Martin. “I also saw a
program that had a potential for a lot of
growth.”
Directors like Martin know that generally
speaking, living on campus offers students
more opportunities to be involved in school
activities. They have access to more
information about campus events than those
who don’t live on school grounds. Kaleena
Valdez, sophomore dance major, agrees that
living in the dorms has given her an advantage
over those who don’t.
“Living on campus you get more involved
with school activities unlike the commuters
who take their classes and just go home,” said
Valdez.
There are some other advantages to living
in the dorms. Cassandra Longoria, freshman
kinesiology major, states that having a dorm
gives her a place to go when she is tired. She
says that in between classes sometimes it is
easier to go back to her dorm and rest rather
than trying to find a comfortable place on
campus. Longoria often finds her friends also
put her dorm into good use.
“Sometimes during the day I will check in
my friends so that they can sneak in a nap in
between classes,” said Longoria.
It’s nice to have a place to go
between classes, but it doesn’t come for free.

COST OF LIVING
The average cost of living in a dorm on
campus ranges from $2,000 to almost $3,000
per semester, depending on which meal plan
each student chooses. For $2,000 per semester
students are guaranteed a double room, and a
shared bathroom between two rooms. This
allows students to have the privacy that
normally is hard to find in community
showers. Under this plan students are also
guaranteed cable television hookups,
recreation rooms, a 24-hour computer lab,
access to the Internet, and 10 meals a week.
For $2,981 per semester students can enjoy
the luxury of having a private room. Those
dorms feature 24-hour quiet zones used for
studying. Under this plan students receive 17
meals a week.
According to Longoria, in order to purchase
food all they need is their student
identification card. Students are able to use
their i.d. as if it were a credit card. School
employees simply swipe their i.d. through the
cash register and their food is automatically
paid for.
“Having a meal plan is very convenient
because we don’t have to worry about
carrying cash with us,” said Longoria. “Our
food is already paid for.”
Even though living on campus seems like it
could get expensive financial aid is available
for those willing to do the legwork and
research. Nearly 80 percent of UTPA students
receive some sort of aid. According to new
director of Residence Life, help is available to
those who want to get it.
“If you simply tell financial aid that you are
living on campus you get more money
awarded to you,” said Martin.
Aside from financial aid, various
scholarships are available for those who live
on campus. There is a housing scholarship
which is given by the university, a need-based
scholarship which grants the student $1,000
per semester. There is also an Honors
Learning Community scholarship awarded to
students who are in the honors program. It
awards winners $ 625 per semester. To apply
for this scholarship students must go to the
Office of Residence Life or to the Honors

TUITION

Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

DORM-ANT — Of 14,300 UTPA students, less than 300 live on campus.

GOALS FOR THE FUTURE
The future of the university’s housing
program depends on the students. The
university can not begin to expand and
provide more housing options until 100
percent occupancy level in existing buildings
is reached. Until there is more interest, there
might not be full occupancy an hence no new
buildings. The vast majority of UTPA students
tend to drive in, drive out each day.
Accordingly, one of the housing program’s
main goals is to increase the number of
students who want to live on campus. So far

the university has made relative progress
toward this goal. In the fall of 2001, 261
students were living in dorms, and this
number slightly increased in the fall of 2002,
as 295 people were dorm residents. Martin
mentioned that he would like to see the
university become less of a commuter school.
“I soon realized UTPA was a suitcase
college because it is a commuter school, at 5
p.m. everyone goes home,” said Martin. “I’m
used to schools that are open at all times of
the day because students live on campus.”
In the future, Martin would like to see the
university and its students enjoying new and
renovated dorms with modern designs. He
would like to see dorms that have a lively
atmosphere yet at the same time have
sophistication and elegance. Martin’s goal is
to be able to provide UTPA students with
dorms with coffee shops in the lobby,
conference rooms, and perhaps even a
swimming pool.

and in turn increase enrollment.
“We found it important to fix up the
front door of the university,” Nevarez said.
“We want kids to be interested in higher
education.”
But not all students felt the same about
the increase. Several students who attended
the hearing said they were afraid they were
not going to be able to afford it because
they did not qualify for financial aid.
“There are those people that don’t get
financial aid,” said Ethelyn Arriola, UTPA
senior. “Then there are those who have to
be responsible for themselves. Each
student is different.”
Nevarez clarified that 80 percent of the
students receive some form of financial
aid. In the end, most student financial aid
would increase, making tuition affordable
to them. He noted that there are
scholarships available for those students
who don’t qualify for any financial
assistance.
“A total of $56 million went to financial
aid this year,” Nevarez said. “We only got
an estimated $21 million of it. The balance
goes to the students, but it is used for
educational purposes.”

Student Government Association
President Alyssa Munoz said the university
has good reasons to increase tuition, but
that SGA will try and make sure it is for
the best interest of the student body.
“We pretty much want to keep in touch
with them to make sure they don’t increase
it in 2004,” said Munoz. “But we do want
to look into the reasons why some students
are not qualifying for financial aid, and we
do want to help them get the funds they
need.”
Marialicia Andradez, SGA student
senator representative, said the idea of a
tuition increase is good and hopes the
administration will use it to make UTPA a
better university.
“I am totally for it,” Andradez said.
“There are a lot of opportunities to get
scholarships, and if you really want an
education then you really have to work for
it.”
Overall, Nevarez said he wants the
university to improve by adding more
educational programs and facilities. He
said these decisions are hard, but the end
result will benefit the university and its
students

Program Office.
To pay for their dorms students have two
options. The first alternative is to pay the full
amount at the beginning of each semester. The
second one features monthly installments.
Each semester the student’s total amount is
divided by four to determine the monthly
payment amount.

continued from page 1

governor and he told us we were going to
have a reduction,” said Nevarez. “Come
September, we are going to face additional
costs.”
The university plans to pay the state
back with funds collected from the
designated tuition increase. According to
official documents presented at the
hearing, $3.4 million will be used to cover
a portion of the seven-percent cutback.
To prevent such future cutbacks by
universities across the state, some Texas
legislators hope to pass a proposed bill
allowing universities to set their own
tuition rates. James Langabeer, vicepresident for Business Affairs at UTPA,
says the UT System hoped it would pass in
the last legislative session, but the bill was
held up in congressional debate.
“The concept is to have a flat rate for
tuition on a certain amount of hours,”
Langabeer said. “If you take anything
above that, it’s free, however, if you take
anything below that, then you still have to
pay for it.”
Langabeer said the object of
deregulating tuition is to get students to
graduate more quickly. Students who linger

past the four-year target mark cause the
university to incur cost better spent on new
entering students.
However, Langabeer said there are
several disadvantages in having this type
of tuition-fee system. Since under such a
bill the Board of Regents will allow the
universities to set their own tuition rates,
they are afraid costs may rise out of
students’ price range.
“Some of the legislators feel the cost of
education may slip away from needy
students,” said Langabeer. “And in turn,
we may get an elitist education.”
During the hearing, some students said
they didn’t mind the increase, but instead
wondered why UTPA completed its
Visitors Center if they wanted to become
the primary research institute of South
Texas. Some students felt it is more
important to renovate old educational
buildings instead of building facilities that
may not benefit them.
Nevarez explained UTPA’s top three
goals are to provide access, education and
research to the community. Nevarez
believes the Visitors Center will provide
access to future students of the university
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A&M Center to join fray
By ADRIANA MARTINEZ
The Pan American

What could possibly persuade the city
of McAllen to donate valuable land and
pay to have a center built around its fastgrowing medical hub?
An agreement with the Texas A&M
Health Science Center to facilitate
students with medical training.
Scheduled for completion in September
2003, construction of the 23,000-squarefoot South Texas Center is under way on
Vermont Avenue. The site is next to South
Texas Community College’s Nursing &
Allied Health Division and Driscoll
Children's Subspecialty Clinic.
“The center will provide programs on
health training, clinical research, medical
attention, community medicine and public
health programs with local partners,” said
Ron Tupper, director of the South Texas
Center.
The center will also house its existing
programs in the Rio Grande Valley
including the School of Rural Public
Health, currently located on North 10th
Street, plus faculty and staff from the
A&M Health Science Center at the Kerria
Plaza building and El Milagro Clinic.
The School of Rural Public Health
currently offers three master’s and
doctoral degrees, oversees the Robert
Wood Johnson Foundation Project, and is
conducting a community health
assessment project.
El Milagro Clinic serves roughly 3,000
uninsured patients a year, in an area where
the number of such patients is higher than

the state average.
The South Texas center would not have
been possible without the successful
passage of House Bill 910 and the $4.5
million construction costs that were
approved during the 2001 state legislative
session.
“House Bill 910 is specific and
mandates the development of a health
science center facility promoting a wide
range of programmatic goals for the South

“

The center will
provide programs on
health training, clinical
research, medical
attention, community
medicine and public
health programs with
local partners.

- Ron Tupper,
Director of the Sout Texas Center

“

Editor
Matt Lynch

Texas border region,” said Elvin Smith,
Ph.D., executive vice president of A&M
Health Science Center. Sen. Eddie Lucio
Jr., D-Brownsville, sponsored the bill in
the Senate and Rep. Roberto Gutierrez, DMcAllen, in the House.
According to Smith, the construction of
the South Texas Center was obtainable
under a new distinctive city-university
method of funding. The Texas A&M
University System will purchase the center

from the city of McAllen when
construction is complete.
Also under construction is the Regional
Academic Health Center, or RAHC, in
Edinburg. RAHC. In conjunction with The
University of Texas Health Science
Center, this new center will concentrate on
research on diabetes, infectious diseases,
and various forms of cancer when its
doors open in 2004.
Faculty from the University of TexasPan American and RAHC will work
jointly to give students the opportunity to
explore research.
“UT nor the A&M system can afford to
duplicate services,” said Dr. Ramiro
Casso, a retired McAllen family physician
and a clinical consultant for A&M’s
center. “The two largest schools in Texas
must join forces and blend each others’
resources in order to slow down the
migration of students and patients up
North.”
Dr. Leo Vela, dean of RAHC, said the
focus is on the best interests of the
community.
“The collaboration will produce
opportunities for great education and
research,” Vela said. “Faculty from the
University of Texas-Pan American and
RAHC have already agreed to work jointly
in an effort to expose students to
biomedical research.”
“Most importantly, students won’t have
to leave the Valley in order to get research
and medical training like I did,”
commented Vela. “My kids can get their
schooling and training right here in the
Rio Grande Valley.”

Daniel Aguliar/The Pan American

Edging the extra points: Montalvo watches as Mitchell takes the first of two free throws.

Although the University
of Texas-Pan American
men’s basketball team’s
season is not as bright as
hoped, there is some light
shining from behind the
dark cloud that’s been
following the team
around.
That bright spot comes
in the form of UTPA’s
dynamic duo of Kevin
Mitchell and Eric
Montalvo.
Mitchell, the team’s
leading scorer, is
averaging 14 points per
game and 3.4 rebounds.
The 6-foot-2 Copperas
Cove native has
accumulated a 33 percent
three-point field goal
average (56 of 168) and
has hit 72 percent (60 of
83) of his free throws on
the way to racking up 308
total points.
Meanwhile, Montalvo is
averaging nine points and
3.7 rebounds.
The 6-3 sophomore has
hit 29 percent (22 of 75)
of his three-point field
goals while sinking 64
percent (39 of 61) from
the line for a total of 199
points on the season.
The neon orangesneaker-wearing duo have
hooked up and scored in
the double-digits on six
occasions this season and
average 23 points
collectively, making them
a formidable tag-team and
potent offensive weapon
for head coach Bob
Hoffman.
“There’s been time
when we’ve been on
together and other times
not. We’re just trying to
play together as much as

we can,” Montalvo said.
“We played a lot during
the summer so we can
play together.”
However, Mitchell
would gladly give up his
team scoring leader title,
saying “I’d just rather
have more wins.”
Montalvo, a La Joya
native, recently broke out
of a nasty slump during
which he scored only 16
points in a five-game span
for a disheartening 3.2
average.
“I was thinking about it
too much. I was being
hesitant and that hurt
me,” said Montalvo. “So,
I just started playing
basketball and stopped
thinking about it.”
After a mental
readjustment, the
sophomore guard broke
out of his scoring skid in
a big way by netting a
season-high 23 points in
an emotionally charged
85-79 loss to Rice
University Jan. 8 at the
Fieldhouse.
But Montalvo wasn’t
done just yet.
He went on to lead the
Broncs in scoring in two
of the next three games.
He netted 21 points in a
94-84 loss to Centenary in
Shreveport, LA on Jan. 11
and then notched his first
double-double of the
season when he scored 15
points and nabbed 13
rebounds in a 64-50 loss
to New Mexico State in
Las Cruces on Jan. 18.
The turnaround has
resulted in 74 points in
the last six games for a
12.3 average for the
Valley standout.
Montalvo hoped the
Broncs would get on a
roll with their 71-61

victory over Southern
University at the
Fieldhouse on Jan. 22 that
snapped a nine-game
losing streak, put the
Broncs back into the win
column and improved
their season record to 516.
The victory over the
Jaguars was only the
second home game for
UTPA in its last 11
contests, and the extended
road trip has definitely
taken a toll on the team
this year.
But Montalvo isn’t
making excuses for the
Broncs.
“We have a bunch of
different guys and we’re
trying to get to know each
other and play together,”
he said. “We have to play
no matter if it’s at home
or away so, we have to
show up and play every
game.”
However, the Broncs
will now play six of their
last eight games at home,
which could be just what
the doctor ordered to turn
the season around and end
the year on an upbeat and
positive note.
“It’s going to be a
relief. We’ve been on the
road a lot. Our legs get
tired, so it’ll be fun being
at home for awhile,”
Montalvo said.
Mitchell feels that
while the season has not
gone according to plan for
the Broncs, there is hope
for the relatively young
team.
“We’re trying to win
out. Our record looks
pretty bad right now. We
gave a lot of games up
and we’re going to try
and finish strong,” he
said.

WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Men’s
basketball
Women’s
basketball
Baseball
Track and
Field
Men’s
tennis
Women’s
tennis

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

-

-

vs. Indiana-Purdue-Fort
Wayne
7 p.m.

-

-

vs. Southwest Assembles of
God
7 p.m.

-

-

-

@ Centenary
1 p.m.

-

vs. Louisiana-Lafayette
7 p.m.

-

-

-

-

vs. Southwest Texas State
7 p.m.

vs. Schreiner College (DH)
1 p.m.

-

-

-

-

-

Houston Indoor Classic

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
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#11 John Lopez

Sophomore
S/L

THURSDAY
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VOICE

Do you
think UTPA
needs
daycare?

January 30, 2003
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T h e S t u d e n t N e w s p a p e r o f T h e U n i v e r s i t y o f Te x a s - P a n A m e r i c a n

Tuition to
increase;
rates still
reasonable
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2003 BRONC
BASEBALL

CAMPUS

.300

#2 Jerome
McCoy

# 12 Bruce
Kennedy

Senior

Senior
L/R

.264

#15 Aldo Alonzo

S/R

Junior

.275

R/R
# 8 Marco Garza

-

Sophomore
R/R

.241

#24 Trey Parker
#7 Matt Sisk

Senior

Junior

R/R

R/R

5.84

# 28 Tony Ortiz

Sophomore
R/R

.283

.284

2003 ROSTER
#18 Matt Eichel

Sophomore
R/R

.288
Head Coach Willie Gawlik

■

Mindbender

Sponsored by the
University Program
Board, hypnotist
Tom Deluca will
perform tonight at
7 p.m. in the
Student Union
Theater. Deluca,
who has been
featured on NBC’s
“Dateline,” presents
his “theater of
imagination”
showcasing the
power of
suggestion and
hypnosis. A valid
UTPA ID is
required for
admission to the
event.
■

Six-dollar hike puts
figure at $26/hour
By JENNIFER TAPIA
The Pan American

“I started applying and that is when I got a job here in
1978.”
She she got turned down three times by the university
before obtaining a job as a Career Counselor/Academic
Adviser, where her duty was to conduct academic,
personal, and career counseling. She was persistent in
gaining that position, and then destiny led her to serve in
that job only 18 months before becoming director of
Upward Bound, her first administrative job.
“I had never planned to be an administrator,” Davis
commented. “I was going to be a counselor [because] I
loved counseling, but I loved that, so I ran that for two
years.”
Soon after that, Davis became assistant dean of
students, and 12 years later, in 1995, she became dean of
students.
In almost 25 years, Davis has seen how the campus
has changed and how it started to grow with more
buildings and organizations. To her the biggest impact
happened when Pan Am joined the UT system in 1990,
becoming the University of Texas-Pan American.
“Those of us in Student Services are here to work
with the students on issues, both in and out of the

A hearing was held Tuesday at the
University of Texas-Pan American
regarding a designated tuition increase
that will go into effect Sept. 1, 2003.
During a presentation at the hearing, Dr.
Miguel Nevarez, president of UTPA, said
there will be a six-dollar increase per
semester credit hour. Students currently
pay $26 per semester hour.
“We are really committed to making
this university as affordable as we can,”
Nevarez said. “We will only raise tuition
if we really need to.”
According to Nevarez, possible uses of
the money may include university
expenses, such as research initiatives,
utility costs, bond payments for buildings,
and college work study. However, he says
these funds will also provide budgets for
the additional programs that will be added
to several colleges across campus.
“We want this university to be the
premier research institute of South Texas,”
Nevarez said. “For that we need
additional facilities, and we have been
doing that for the past nine years.”
Compared to other universities within
the University of Texas System, UTPA has
the second lowest designated tuition fee.
At $46, fees at UT-Austin and UT-Dallas
are those among the highest, while UTBrownsville’s fee of $27 is the lowest.
Nevarez also said support from the state
legislature has steadily decreased since
the 1980s.
“The state has not given us enough
money for education,” Nevarez said. “We
have to get the money from designated
tuition.”
Because of the $9.9 billion deficit faced
by the state of Texas this year, Nevarez
said the state has instructed the university
and other state funded departments to give
back seven percent of the budget money
given to them for this fiscal year. Due to
the reductions in the budget, the
university has required the six colleges on
campus to reduce their annual budget.
“Last week we got a call from the

See ELVIE page 5

See TUITION page 3

Latest flick

“The Research
Revolution Science and the
Shaping of the
Modern Life,”
featuring six
award-winning
videos on topics of
the 21st Century,
will be presented
tonight from 7 to 9
p.m. in the Media
Theatre (next to the
UTPA Library).
Video topics
include the Atomic
Age, Robotics,
Genetics,
Forensics, Global
Warming, and
Biodiversity. A
short discussion,
led by moderator
Dr. Thomas
Pearson, associate
professor of
philosophy, will
follow each video.
The event is free
and open to the the
public. For more
information, call
(956) 381-3331.

Gabriel O. Hernandez/The Pan American

FAREWELL — Dean of Students Elvie Davis is retiring after 24 years at UTPA. A reception honoring her
years of service was held Wednesday afternoon. She will work through Friday.

Davis checking out
By ARIANNA VAZQUEZ
The Pan American

After 24 years of dedicating her life to the growth and
excellence of The University of Texas-Pan American,
Elvira “Elvie” Davis is out of here.
Friday will be the last day Davis, 57, is seen in the
university grounds as an employee, but her long legacy
and everything she has done for UTPA will continue.
Other faculty and administration members retiring this
year are Dr. Charles Ellard in Economics and Finance,
staffer Hermilo “Milo” Requenez, and Mary Garcia,
assistant director of Personnel Services, among many
others. Davis is one the most high-profile of those
leaving.
A native of San Diego, Texas, and a graduate of The
University of Texas at Austin, Davis did not know much
about the Valley until she moved here in 1978. With
majors in mathematics and English, she started teaching
at Pharr-San Juan-Alamo High School. She said that
after seeing what was then Pan American University, she
made it her mission to work there.
“I started as a math teacher at PSJA, but wanted to
work at the university since I laid eyes on it,” she said.

